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O I N C £ the period in which 
tbe kmnoTtal tytydtn and elegant De- 
dicatiotis Hduri&ed, adulation and 
high- flown compliment feem to have 
ioft thdt price; anfd writers, no 
longer benefited b^ fidion, may be 

allow- 



( vi ) 

allowed the merit of adhering to 
plain truth. 



To become a candidate for pub- 
lic favour, in a country fo famed for 
its knowledge in the £ne arts, re- 
quires no (mall exertion and confi- 
dence: that confidence can only be 
had from the opinions of thofe who 
have flood firfl in the public efleem. 



Were I to attempt an eflay on 
Portrait Painting, to whom could I 
with fo much propriety addrefs my- 
ielf as to Sir Jofhua Reynolds ? or, 

on the fubjed of Hiflory Painting, 

as 
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.as to Mr. Weft ? Thefe obfervations 
and iketchee, therefore, made in a 
neighbouring country, cannot be 
more aptly addrefied than to one 
who has travelled fo much, and for 
the beft of purpofes; that of dif- 
fufing the advantages of critical ob> 
fervation, and giving to the con- 
noilTeur in the arts an acceilion to 
his knowledge and improvement to 
his tafte. 



Permit me, therefore, in pre- 
fenting to you the following fheets, 
to enjoy the fatisfadion of publicly 
avowing my refped to fuperior ta- 

- - lents, 



( ▼"» ) 

kotS} 9Std the happin^fs of being, 
fanked ai»ong jova ^ejad$. 



I hav^ the hoQoiir to be 
Your moft obedient humble fervant. 



Sam''. Ireland. 



Jnmdel Street^ 
Strmd, 
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PREFACE. 



ii.—'^ 



1 H £ following remarks were haf- 
tily tfaxx>wn together in the courfe of a ftiort 
tour through a neighbouring country alrea- 
dy well known, and thoroughly explored. 



Conscious of this^ the autlior*s primary 
motive for travel was, to furvey the va- 



rious 






( X 

rious produflions of Art, and in a flight 
curfory manner to venture on a ciidcal re* 
view of the merits of fuch works as appear- 
ed to him beft worthy the notice of a con« 
noifleur; while at the fame time he gave 
fbme idea of the country, by a reprefentation 
of fuch objects as were moft pifhirefque or 
chara£leri(lic. In this he flatters himfelf 
he may have fucceeded, as far at leaft as 
a faithful adherence to truth c^i give clsdm 



to merit. 



A WISH to open a new iburce of plea* 
fure by realizing, in fome degree, the ob- 
jects as they prefented themfelves at the mo- 



ment. 
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fnenty and^ enabling the reader, as Parfon 
Adams obferves^ " to travel by the fire fide/^ 
may poffibly, in feme meafure^ avert the xii 
gour of criticifm. 



When the idea of publifhing was firft 
fuggefted to the author, his intention was to 
have etched the plates himfelf,^ but, fearful 
of his abitity to render juftice to the views^ 
and aware of the fuperior beauty and foft« 
nefs of the aqua-tinta over the hard tffcSt of 
ttchiiig, he called in the afliftance of an in* 
genious artift, Mr. Cornelius Apoflool, from 



* Ohiy diofe plates marked S. I. are etched by hiou 



b 2 Amfterdam 
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Amflerdam ; whcrfe care in the execution of 
the plates, and clofe attention to the draw- 
ings, as well as profeffional ikill, entitle him 
to this notice and tribute. 



As to the defcriptivc part, the writer has 
only given a pWn recital of fafts, as they 
occumed at the moment, without aiming at 
learned ornament, or the high wrought co- 
lours of ftyle. The anecdotes introduced 

may pebbly be deemed of little worth : they 

« 

^fiere however obtained on the fpot, and may 
4at leaf): ferve to give Ibme variation to 9i ^cak 
that, to the general eye, may be thought to 
Hand in need of extraneous relief. 



In 
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I«i tbe tiographicai patt, die writer has 
av^ed him&lf of what has been written by 
foitign authors onlyj and of fiich anec^ 
dotes as he receive on the ^t^ from oral 



tradition* 



Having mentioned the names of a few^ 
only, out of the many artifts who were na« 
tives of the various places through which he 
pailedy it may perhaps not prove unfatisfac- 
tory to add a lift of all the artifts who have 
come within the writer's knowledge s and 
which the reader will find at the end of each 
volume, alphabetically arranged. 



He 
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He fubmits the work to the candour of 
the publici prcfuming, as Mr. Addifon ob- 
fenresy that^ *' few books are fo ill written 
^ but that fomething may be gleaned wor- 
•* thy thdr perufal/' 



PRE- 



PREFACE 



TO THX 



SECOND EDITION. 



1 HE firft edition of this work 
having been ibid within a few days after its 
publication (a circumftance of rare occur- 
rence in the courie of fb expenfive an un- 
dertaking) , and having alfo been fmce en*- 
quired after with much avidity, the author 
is induced to prefent to the public a fecond 
edition. — ^This edition he has illuftrated with 
a fet of plates newly engraved from the ori- 
ginal 
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gixial defigns, and has alfo added two which 
arc entirely new, together with feveral other 
pi£torial decorations. 



These are all finifhed in the fame ftyle» 
and by the fame artifls who executed the 
former^ and which, from the experience de-« 
rived from unremitting afliduity in their 
profeflion, will be enabled, as the author 
is induced to flatter him(elf> to prefent them 
to the public in an improved flate at lea(l^» 
if not in a flate of fupenor excellence. 



To the letter prefs much has been add- 
ed, and material alterations haVe been made, 
althoii^h the jplan and confbn&ion of the 

work remtuas th^ fiune. 

POLI- 



Political difcuffions wete not origin* 
ally iiYtended to form a part of tMs work> nor 
would thcj have been at all adverted f o^ bnt 
from the very peculiar and intereffing ctr« 
cuttiftanees that prefented themfelves at that 
moment. Thofc were of fo extraordinary a 
nature as to eommand the attention of £u^ 
rope, and more immediately that of our own 
country, whoie exigence in a great meafure 
we have found deeply interefted in the events 
then depending. Whatever may be the fate 
of the hitherto fuccefsful efforts of a neigh- 
bouring nation cannot now, and could much 
lefs at that period of their revolutionary date 
be foretold. As the public opinion there- 
fore appeared to juftify the author in the 
fentiments he then advanced, and no fuffi* 



cient 
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cient reafon yet appears to call for any 
change of fentiment, his work in tliis par* 
ticular mufl: neceffarily retain the fame cha- 
radler; and he has accordingly left thofe 
difcufCons, as well as the defcriptive account 
of each place, nearly as they originally flood; 
although war may have made more than 
ufual devaftation, and the events of it have 
configned them to new governors, and con- 
fequcntly fubjefted them to a different fyf- 
tem of legiflation. 
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Picturesque Tour, 



LETTER I. 



HARWICH^ Stft.^ih, 1789. 
t>EJk SIR, 

Wl T H O U T farther apo- 
logy I comply with your flattering requeft j 
and (hall cheerfully communicate to you what 
may occur in the courfe of my excudion, in 
the familiar language of a friend, indifferent 
to the purfuit of literary fame. 
Vol. I. A Hb 



I 

i 



( o 

He who fits down after a day*s 
journey to recite what has pafTed, claims the 
privilege of eafe ; and, without ftudying the 
charms of ftyle or the embellifliments of fan- 
cy, relates what ftruck him as new, beautiful 
or Angular -. upon this principle, therefore, 
you muft fatisfy yourfclf with a faithful, tho* 
not an elegant, correlpondent. 

Yesterday morning, about 
fix, I left London, in company with our 
mutual friend. The excellence of the road 
in fome degree compenfated for the unfa- 
vourablenefs of the day ; and we were in 
no difpoiition to be deranged by trifles. 

» 

The flatnefe of the country ren*. 
ders this fcenery lefs pifturefque than that of 
the Northern or Weflern outlets from th^ 
capital. There is not much to fbrike the eye 
of the traveller in the firft ftage, upldsitia 
the manfion of the Tylney family, on th^, 

left 
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left of lUford ; which is a noble edificcj built 
from a defign of Colin Campbell, and rifes, 
with a degree of magnificence, amidft a 
thicket of trees in the Foreft of Epping. 
The apartments are fpacious ; but the pic- 
tures, being chiefly family portraits by mo^ 
dem matters, will aflford but little enter- 
tainment to the connoifleuf. In Writtle 
Park is a handfome modem houfe, the feat 
of Lord Petre. The manor on which it 
ilands was a grant by Henry the Eightli, on 
the diflfolution of Barking Abbey. I am told 
there are fome very good piftures in this 
houfe ; but time would not permit us to 
^icw them. 

The caftle and priory at Col- 
chefter are remarkable for their antiquity; 
and in the fame town a curious traveller may 
view fome perfedt fpecimens of Roman tefTe- 
lated pavement. In the pofTeflion of an 
eminent (hopkeeper here are two portraits, 

A a gene- 
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generally efteemed by the connoiffeur, as the 
works of Van Dyck. 

At Manningtree^ on the river 
Stour, there is a delightful villa, bwilt by the 
late Right Honourable Richard Rigby : the 
fite is happily chofen on an eminence, com** 
manding an extenfive view of the river and 
adjacent country. The church, which owea 
its foundation to the munificence of the fame 
gentleman, is built in a iituation fo enchants 
ing, that I fear the eye, feafting on the luxu- 
riance of the fcenery, will not be more than 
enough fpiritualized ; but is in danger of 
being rivetted to earth rather than liftecl up to 
heaven. 



We now begin to have a coun- 
try more pifturefque, the river and (hipping 
on one fide, with a fine woody fcene on the 
other, and the diftance beautifully diverlified 
with the Orwell breaking in occafionally on 

tlie 




VTiij.iAM Camden. 



r" 
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the view, form a rich and varied profpcft, 
which cannot fail to zttvaQ: every eye, and 
greatly intereft the admirer of Landfcape, 

In the evening we arrived at 
this place. The entrance at night is rendered 
peculiarly ftriking by the light- houfe over the 
South Gate, through which we palTed : an 
enormous fea«coal fire, correfponding with a 
lefler light-houfe on the (hore below, directs 
the pilot to avoid the Andrews, a fand that 
ftretches from the fort of Land-guard to Do- 
ver Court, and forms a kind of bar acrofs the 
mouth of this harbour -, which is of great ex- 
tent from the jun£tion of the rivers Stour 
and Orwell. 

In running over the peculiarities 
of a place the mind of a traveller naturally 
recals whatever is memorable in its hiftory. 
Harwich is not in this particular much dif- 
tinguiftied ; Camden indeed mentions a Tea 

fight, 
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fight, between the Saxons and the Danes, at 
the mouth of the Stour, as early as the year 
884, and this place is alfo of great antiquity^ 
having been erefted into a borough in the 
twelfth of Edward the Second. Some re- 
mains of an ancient fortification are to be 
traced, without the town gate, running to« 
wards the Beacon-Hill Field -, in the midft of 
which is a finall artificial hill (probably a 
tumulus), and on which there once ftood a 
diapel : from that fpot ifiiies a clear fpring; 
which, forming a durent, runs from the clifF 
to the iea^ and waflies down the clay which 
it is faid to petrify : for this fadi I do not 
vouch. 



On this fliore are found what 
are called copperas or gold ftones from their 
colour. — Tran^arcnt pebbles of various 
hues, as weU as amber, are likewi& found 
here» The. natural productions c^ the place 
liave been a fource of much curious refearch 

and 



Queen Mary. 



iJun. Ija/I iy SXtrAi^ftr TiB MmM t^ 
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and fpeculation to the philoibpher^ as welt 
as entertainment to the coUedon 



In the civil commodon which' 
was raifed by Dudley Duke of Northumber- 
land, in the firft year of the reign of Queett 
Mary, the town of Harwich was fumiflied 
with guns from Land -guard Fort, to which 
we paid a vifit ; an excurfion, however that 
fhould be made with caution, for the packet 
feldom waits after the arrival of the mail, if 
the wind and tide be favoarable. 



After a ftiort (lay at the fort, 
where indeed we found but little deferving 
our attention, we returned in time to have a 
view of the fcenery about the town, which 
is fo beautiful, that I thought I could 
not better employ a leifure hour before din- 
ner, than in making the enclofed (ketch. It 
may not unaptly be contrafted with the flat 
country to which we are going, and ferve to 

iUuf. 
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illuftrate the native luxuriance of tlie one« 
and the artificial cultivation of the other. We 
are now going to commit durfelves to the 
mercy of the waves, which we hope will 
prove propitious to our wifhes, and land us 
early to-morrow morning on the oppolite 
ihore; whence you (hall hear again from 
your friend. 

Adieu 1 



LET- 



s 
■I 
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LETTER II 



HELFOET-SLUrS. 



We landed here about ten 
this morning, after a vciy fine paffage of 
about eighteen hours. In approaching the 
cbaft of Holland, the Iflahd of Scouwen 
firft appears, joining a ridge of bleak rocks, 
Which, added to a multitude of {hoals, ren- 
der the paflage fometimes rather dangerous, 
ttelvoel: a league diftan*t appears a wretched 
Iitttc fi'fhing village, but on a nearer ap- 
proach pift'ufefque ahd beautiful. The no- 
velty added not a little to the impreffion 
made by this fcenery. The drawing was 
fakeii juft at the entrance of the harbour : 
Vol. I. E- the 



^<l ■— 



. m. • — «"^"J 
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men. fit with thcii: hats on: for in tlie ri- 



gour of Calvinifm it is a* principle, thj^jt thft 
Deity b not to be won Ijy external fo^ms. 
The ftore-hqufes ?ire very large; ancl extenfive ; 
their fituation is on tlie right, at tjh^ cnitrancfi 
of the harbour. The late King (George thR 
Second) on his return froip one of his ex- 
cudions tQ.Iianover^ being detained fome 
M^eeks. by contrary wind$j fixed his reOdeopi^ 
ia one of them in preference to every ptljiec 
accommodation the town afforded. Xix one o£ 
his rambles, meeting a pretty Dutch girl qi\ 

the, quay, he accofted her with a Qood mor-> 

« 

row ! what have you in your balket, child^?: 

• « ■ 

Eyeren, Mynheer j ^gs, Sir. And what U 
the price, my dear ? A duc^t a piece. What 1. 
are eggs fo fcarce then in Holland. ? I^p^ Sir,, 
replied the ^irl, but Kings are. 

Having breakfaftod^ aad dif- 

« 

charged all demands, among which the land-t 
ing our baggage was not the mpft rea&a-. 

able ; 
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able, we ordered a carriage, called a Aate 
waggon, to the Briel. A bell was immediate- 
ly rung, and the charioteers fummoned to 
attend : and the fate of the driver being de- 
termined by throwing a dice, that no undue 
partiality might prevail, every Dutch forma-, 
lity was now adjuHed ; and, the boor of a 
driver with folemnity having lighted his pipe, 
we prepared to take our departure for the 
3riel ; where, I flatter myfelf foraething 
more worthy your attention may be found, 
and cbmpenfate for the brevity and barren- 
pefs of fubjeft in this epiflle. 

Adieu ! 



LET- 



^ 
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LETTER III. 



MRIEZ. 



BEJR SIR, 

A.N hour and a half has 
brought us to this place through an mdif- 
ferent road, as you may fuppofc; thedif« 
tance from Helvoet being only feven miles. 
We twice in our route crofied the Maas. 



The profpcft* fo very flat and 
uninterefting remind^ me of a remark made 
by the Duke of Alva, who fpeaking of Hol- 
land, faid of its inhabitants— «'* that they 



* The annexed drawing of Briel vm made from tbt 
Ifland of Rofenburg, acroft the Maes. 

*' were 
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" were the neareft n^ghbours to Hell of 
" any people on earth» for they dwelt the 
" lowed/* 

Briel U faid td have takeii its 
Tiame originally from fpedtacle^ which is the 
fignification of the word in Dutch i perhaps 
in allufion to its fituation, commanding a 
moft extenfive view of the country. This 
place furrendered to the Prince of Orange on 

■ « 

the ift of April, 1572 ; and gave rife to a 
iarcafin on the Duke, that he had loft Yasfpec^ 
taclesj and could not fee the ten per cent, that 
he wifhed to impofe on the inhabitants. 

The Briel as we approached 
made a beautiful appearance thro'a fine wind- 
ing avenue of trees. The ramparts, draw- 
bridges, churches, and buildings, all breaknig 
in upon the view at once form a clufter of 
obje£b, which canHot f sdl to ftrike very fof^ 
dbly the mind of a ftranger i whofe admira- 
tion 



• s 
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lion wU not be much lefs excited on the en- 
trance at the gate, leading through theHigh- 
ftreet, which is neat and elegant. — Being 
Sunday, every thing wore its beft face, and in 
its higheft polilh, Dutch exaftnefs loft no- 
thing of its native fimplicity. 

The trade of the place is very 
inconiiderabie, and its importance much 
decreaied; it was one of the cautionary 
towns delivered into the hands of Elizabeth, 
and was garrifoned by Englifh forces during 
her reign. 

I w A s fo pleafed with the (bene 
at the entrance, that I wilhed to make a 
iketch : but the centinel having no refpeft 
fbr the fine arts, made me defift ; and, time 
not permitting an application to the com- 
mandant^ I was obliged to relinquifh my 
deiign. 

Vol. L C The 
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The Briel gave birth to the fa- 
mous Admiral Cornelius Van Tromp ; who, 

after many fuccefsful battles, was killed br 

a muiket-ihot, in an engagement with the 

Englifli, Auguft the loth, 1653. 

« 

The great church at Briel is n<ft 
only ufed as a guide to heaven, but Dutch 
fagacity has made it ferve the pui^pofes of tliis 
world, by lighting the top of its fpire, as a 
beacon. Within is a monument to the x£it^ 
mory of Count Almond* 

In this great town, I have made 
many fruitlefs enquiries after the arts and ar- 
tifts 5 but neither pifture of value, or work of 
eminence, could I difcover. The matter of 
our hotel, indeed, boafted much of his col- 
le6lion, which was very numerous j and, ) 
believe, no great obje6lion would have been 
made to its being reduced, had I then been 
in the humour to ))ecom« pofTefTed of fuch a 
treafure. 



•8 
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LETTER IV. 



XQTTSRDJ^^ 



DEAR SIR, 



FROM the Briel we ferried 
acrofs the Maes, on Sunday evening, to the 
Ifland of Rofenburg. The waggon, or as 
the Dutch term it, " wagen,'* is the only mode 
of conveyance to this place, in it's form it 
much refembles ours in England, with the 
addition of gilding and all the colours in 
the Dutch prifm. It is drawn by a pair 
of horfes, and guided by a boor \ who is flow 
and fteady and feldom ufes his whip, but ap- 
plies one foot as a fubftitute, while the other 
refts on an iron turned up from the axle, not 
yyilike the form of a bugle hom : this ftrvea 

C 2 as 
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as a dire£lor to the carriage, as exemplified in 
the drawing. 

Th rouo h anindifFerent road, and 
profpefl: unimproved, after crofling another 
branch of the Maes, we arrived at M aefland- 
Sluys, about feven miles from Briel i a beau- 
tiful village, principally inhabited by fifher-* 
men, yet exceedingly neat. The harbour is 
very confiderable, containing conftantly from 
two to three hundred herring bufTes, which 
are the principal fupport of the place. Ca- 
nals run tlnough moft of the ftreets, which 
are extenfive and well built. The boors gave 
us no fmall trouble in landing our baggage; 
and, from tlie concourfe of people gathered 
round our inn, we were in no fmall danger 
of having it leffened. 

Our party being now increafed 
by a French family, who were defirous of 
joining us to Rotterdam, >ye ordered two car- 
riages. 
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nagw. Tlie^tinetpf :getting ttem ready ex- 
cwdiqg ail eK{)e£hUi<>n,iaiid the evening clof- 
ing apace» we^wifliedttocoimterinandthemt 
and vfix'Our <jreiidence here for the night ; but 
this WBS not cconfiftent <wikh Butch polices 
they had' been ^ordered, ^and iniift 'be ptud for^ 
go or ft^. We «thei*e£odie tdiofe the leail «vt]« 
and fet off ior ^Hottetdam, about fourteen 
miles dlftant. 



spafled through VIarding> a 
handiimie fi(hing-<town.$~*Schiedamf the moft 
£amou8 .place ifor diftilling geneva, in the pro* 
viaise of Holland^ containing near three huiii* 
dred diftill*hou£es ; and Delftihaven, a pretty 
village, agreeably fituated by the wattr-fidoi 
interfperfed with .pleafure^gardens and ave- 
nues of trees. Not far from Schiedam is it 
finall village called Pyndker, worthy of no* 
tice for having given birth to a very charm« 
ing painter of landfcape, who takes his name 
from the village. 

Night 
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Night coining on, and the fog 
increafing, we loft much of the beautiful en- 
trance to Rotterdam j which confifts of a 
handibme avenue, about three quarters of a 
mile in length. It his a broad canal paffing 
through the center, and is bordered with loifty 
trees ; at the extremity of which is the city 
gate, which is well built and called Delft-gate. 

Rotterdam has many advantages 
from the depth of water in the canals^ 
which admits (hips of large burthen even to 
the doors of the merchants. The quays are- 
fpacibus, embelliihed with trees, and exhibit 
the moil beautiful and pi£hireique appdu^nce 
imaginable. The Boompies, or, as it is gene- 
rally called, Boomb Quay, on thte banks of the 
Maes, furpaffes all the reft, and indeed every 
thing of the kind I have feen. 

Lofty trees, mafts of (hips and 
elegant buildings form all together a beauti- 
ful 
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fill affembl^ge of objefts, rarely to be met 
with in a commercial city. Here you may 
find a happy affociation of the means and the 
end of Commerce ; the houfe, or rather pa- 
lace, of the merchant, ornamented by the (hips 
that daily contribute to its ftate, and, toge-* 
ther, with the magnificence and luxury which 
it commands, the vehicle and inftrument by 
which it is miniilered. In this charming fi- 
tuation, the houfe of Mr. Crauford, an tng- 
lifti merchant, makes no inconfiderable figure ; 
it was decorated a fliort time fince with a va- 
luable coUeftion of piilures, which he has 
fold to Mr. Hope, of Amfterdam. This de- 
lightful fpot is more than half a mile in 
length ; and from each end of it are formed 
the canals, which are feven in number. 
Hence you have a moft extenfive profpedt, 
which, though flat, affords a very fine fubjeft 
for the pencil of an artift. We crofl!ed the 
Maes to Kattendreght Ferry, to obtain a ge- 
neral ^^iew of Rotterdam, which you will fee 
in the enclofed fketch^ 
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TtiE commefice of lllis place tt 
coadudod with the utmofb regutarity, and fb 
litde noife and^ buftle oB bufinefs^ that you 
might radier imagine yourfelf in a village, 
dian in the fecond dty of the molt commer- 
cial people in^ Europe. The annual fair is 
now held here ; during which the principal 
itreets are lined with booths or ftalls, arranged 
clofe to the canals. They are filled with ar- 
ticles of merchandife, from die penny toy for 
chHdrea to the rich gold^ and filver trinket 
** for thofc of larger growth/* 

Trb^ Dutch ladfi and lafTes, tricks 
ed out in their large trunk hofe, long flowered 
waiilcoats, and plaited petticoats^ form altO>- 
g^her fo grotefque an appearance^ that 
•^ Nature feems to wear an univerfal grin/* 
Such is their ftyle of drefs that it is no un- 
common thing to meet the North Hollander 
in a family fuit of three or four generaticms; 
An old Dutchman, whom I fpoke with on: 
the fubjeft, obferv^, that out of one pair of 

wedding 



( 25 ) 

wedding breeches, made up about forty years 
ago, he fome twenty years afterwards* made 
himielf a complete fuit of clothes. With 
fuch a prize in view no wonder that the Sans 
Culottes (hould have' fought their way thro' 
Brabant. 



It is no fmall pleafure to fee the 
various produdts of our own country circu* 
lated fo univerally, and held in fuch high efti- 
matiotf, as we found them. 

During this fair, which lafts 
about three weeks, beggars of all nations 
are permitted to range unmolefted : the fame 
privilege is granted at Amflerdam, and in 
moft of the provinces of Holland. How 
:his hoft of wretches exifts in the interme- 
diate ipace, under the feverity of Dutch po- 
lice, is matter of aftonifliment, as a beggar is 
not fuifered to appear in the ftreets at any 
other time. 
Vol. I. D In 
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In the fair I met a wretcH, as 
poor in ipirit if not in purfe, as any of th6 
group here alluded to— the famous Mifer, old 

B ^ ; faid to be ninety-eight years of age, 

and the richefl man in Rotterdam. Picture 
to yourfelf an emaciated figure, whom age 
and avarice have almoft reduced to bone, with 
a clofe formal peruke and plain thread-bare 
fuit, fo often brufhed that it was become a 
mere fieve and would let any thing through 
but his money and you will have a faithful 
portrait of this wretched curmudgeon. In 
purchafing his daily food, to avoid impofitioUy 
this extraordinary character ufually markets 
for himfelf : on this occafion one day obferv- 
ing the butcher putting a bit of paper into 
the fcale, merely from cleanlinefs, he ex- 
claimed, " What are you doing ? take that 
" out : I come here to buy meat, not paper Y\ 
A farthing's-worth of milk ferves the exigen- 
cies of the day, which he orders to be taken 
balf at one door, and the remainder at the 

9thert 
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other, to gain the little advantage of extra 
meafure. 



A MISER has ever been held an 
obje£l of ridicule, and even of contempt and 
hatred • how far defervedly I will not take upon 
myfelf to decide. The world, however, will 
(till impute it as a crime to the individual ; if 
poflefled of immenf? wealth, he flops the cur- 
rent of its circulation, and, as it were, dams 
up the genial dream, that, flowing naturally^ 
would fertilize in its courf^. 



The Cathedral of St. Lawrence 
is a large gloomy building, filled with at- 
chievements covered with black velvet : the 
aifles are ranged with rufh bottomed chairs, 
all numbered, clofe to which are fmall boxes, 
containing floves for the ufe of the ladies. 
The trouble of climbing to the top of the 
church tower will be well repaid by the ex- 
tenfive view you will command, as from thence 
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is feen the Hague, Delft, Amfterdam, Dort 
Briel, Utrecht, &c. &c. 

The Exchange is a handfome 
quadrangular building, finifhed in 1736, and 
not fo large as that of London. 

Th e Weefe, or Orphan-houfe, con- 
tains near fix hundred boys, and giiis, who 
are kept exceedingly clean and neat : it is a 
building worthy notice. In the College of 
Anatomy you will find amufement for half 
an hour. Among other curiofities, you can 
not fail to notice the old Dutchman, your 
g;uide, who is as rare an animal, and in as 
high prefcrvation as any obje£t the mufeunj 
efFords. 

On a handfome arch, which joins 
the navigation of the canals, is erefted a very 
fuperb bronze figure, near ten feet high, finely 
executed, of that juftly celebrated reftorer of 

the 
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the Latin tongue, Erafmus j of whofe birth 
this city claims the honour. This beautiful 
figure is a chef-d'oeuvre of the famous archi* 
tc£l andilatuary Henry de Keifer ; It was fi- 
nifhed m the year 1622, and on its pedeftal 
are the following Dutch lines by Oudaan^ a 
poet of much eminence : 

Hier rees die groote Zoi|, en ging te Bsizel onder ! 
i)e Rykftad eer' en vier' dien Heilig in zyn*Grav$ 
Dit tweede leeven geevt, die't eerfte leeven gav : 
Maar 'c ligt der taalen, 't zoMt derzeden, 'tl^eerlyk Wonder^ 
Waar met de Lievde, en Vreede, en Godgeleerdheid praald^ 
Word met geen grav geeerd nog met geen beeld betaald : 
Dies meet hier't lugtgevele ERASMUS overdekkea, ) 
Nadien geen mind're piaats zyn Tempel kan verdrekken! 

The fenfe of which I have thus 
attempted in Englifh ; 

ERASMUS, 

The glorious Sun of human knowledge^ 

That Mafter of Eloquence, 

Moralift, 

And Wonder of the World, 

Rofe here and fet at Bafii : 

May that imperial City honour hitn in the grave -f 
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No decoration of (culptur'd omamenl^ 

No fumptuous tomb. 

Nor coftly ftatue. 

Can add fiune or honour to a Genius, 

For whom only 

The vaulted roof of High HeaTeii 

Forms the proper 

Temple, 



Much pdns was taken by a 
bigotted fe£t, called Contra-remonftrants, 
againft the fetting up of this ftatue ; and they 
were fb near gaining their point, that it was 
carried in the fenate by a majority of only 
two. The former ftatue was deftroyed by the 
Spaniards in 1 572 ; it is faid to have been a 
good figure, formed from a hard bluifh ftone. 
The Spaniards, inftigated by a monk of their 
country, (hot at it with their mufquets, after 
which it was thrown into the canal ; but on 
the expulfion of their fuperftitious and bloody 
perfecutors, was again fet up, by order of the 
magiftrates, where it remained till this bronze 

figurq 
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figure was completed in 1622. The firft fta« 
tue of this illuftrious man was in wood, ere£l-. 
•din the year 1549. 

In a narrow ftreet leading from 
the ftatue to the great churchy is now (landing 
the houfe in which he was born, on the 28th 
of October, 1467. On a fillet, running acrofs 
the front (as feen in the annexed drawing, 
which I made on the fpot) is the following 
infcription : 

Adibus his ortus mundam decoravit Erafinus 

Aridbus ingenuis, religione, fide. 
Fatalis feries nobis invidit Erafmum, 

At Defiderium tollere non potuit. 

Pope, in his Eflay on Criticifm, 
bears teftimony to the fuperior talents of 
Erafinus in the following lines : 

<< At length Erafmus, that great injured name, 
^ The glory of the prieAhood, and the (hame, 
*^ Stemm'd the wild torrent of a barbarous age, 
^ And drove thofe holy Vandals off the ftage/' 

This 



( 32 ) 

This learned man is faid to have 
been well (killed in the art of painting, an ac-^ 
complifliment not improbably derived from 
his great intimacy with Hans Holbein. Hou- 
braken tells us, that Van Bleefwyk, in his 
Hiftory of Delft, mentions, that Erafmust 
while in the convent at Emaus s near Gouda, 
painted feveral pifhires ; among which was a 
crucifixion in miniature, much efteemed by 
tile connoifTeur. It is at prefent in the col* 
leftion of Mr. Comelius Ploos Van Amftel, 
at Amfterdam ; and was formerly in the pof- 
fefiion of the learned Comelius Mufius, prior 
of a convent at Delft. 



We vifited the Dutch and French 
playfaoufes. At the latter we were not ill en- 
tertained with the Deferter, and the School 
for Fathers, as an after-piece. The houfe is 
rather plain, but commodious ; and you may 
be ferved in any part, even in the pit, with 
coffee, lemonade, or any refrelhment you can 

wiih, 
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vriQx* withovlt ioconvenience to yourfelf or 
nia^iboat : this advaitts^ arifes from the 
ieata Ibdng all- numbertel, whicU prevents 
Cfiooding^ or dl0atis£a)£tion. The players, all 
wearing orangeoockades, made rather a whim* 
ileal appearance ; but at this time, party run^ 
ning very high, every one is obliged to pro-i 
vide lumfelf with this paflport; even the 
tails of the horfes are adorned with this prince- 
ly^pendage. 

A PERSON IS now in confinement 
for {tabbing' another becaufe his orange cock- 
ade way^not fo laige as>it (hould be : this fure- 
lyjwas not the " reproof valiant," and is likely 
tO'be attoided'^with very ferious confequences. 
To cQiiftitnte the crime, and fubjeft to the 
punifliment of murder, the laws of Holland. 
requiiti that the death of the party wounded 
mttfi; feUoifr within a limited time after the 
wound received: fliotdd he furvive that period* 
aod-die tifiter } how- dear fb ever it may be, 

£ tha< 
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that he died in confequen^e of the wound, 
the fentence of the delinquent is mitigated. 
Shoc-ftrings are deemed a mark of oppofi- 
tion to the Prince, and are as fuch, unfafe to 
be worn, and never feen but on the feet of a 
ftranger ; among whom I was one, and I a(^ 
fure you did not' pafs unnoticed^ 

Manv of the merchants have theii' 
countiy retreats in the neighbouring vil-« 
lages, feldom at a greater diftance than two 
miles from the city ; ftill clinging, as it were, 
to the fpot which was the fource of their 
wealth i and hourly calling a " lon^ng, 
" lingering look behind/' Thefe retreats 
from the fogs of the clunate are only habitable 
about two months in the year ; and their fi- 
tuation and approach are feldom found to 
accord, either in tafte or ityle, with the eye of 
an Englifliman. The true art of gardening, 
or having " Nature to advantage dreft," has, 
m d. very haH degree, found its way to this 

OQun» 
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country. Long» ftraight alleys of monftrouf- 
ly diftorted trees, with hofts of heavy gods 
and thick-legged goddeffes, too often obtrude 
ing as the principal ornaments ; while 

^^ The fuffVing eye inverted nature fees, 
^< Trees cut to ftatues, ftatues cut to trees j 
' ^* With here a fountain never to be playM, 

^ And there a fummer-houfe that knows np (bade**^ 

I DO not advance this ftrifture on 
Dutch gardening as univerfal; but it cer- 
tainly appears to me, that the luxuriancy of 
vegetative nature is more reftrifted in this 
country than in any I have ever feen, as their 
obje£l feems rather to be formal exadlnefs than 
true fimplicity or grandeur. Habits are as 
inveterate in the arts as in the pailions of 
men ; and furely this truth waa never fo for- 
cibly demonftrated as in the Dutch, who> 
roving and coUefting from every corner of 
the world whatever is rare or valuable, and 
jiulminiflering to the wants and embellifh^ 

£ z ment% 
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ments of all nations, fliU adhere to tiieir 
own peculiarities^ however fingylar or al^ 
furd. 



Among many excellent artifts to 
whom Rotterdam has given birth, I fhall 
mention the Chevalier Vander Werf^ born 
January 2jfl9 1659. The excelleneeof his 
works is in fome degree to be meafured by 
the high prices they now bear. Portrait- 
painting was his firf): purfuit ; in which he 
fo highly excelled as to attraft the particular 
attention and even friendship of the Efe^or 
Palatine, by whom he was knighted in 170J, 
and his defcendants ennobled : he likewiie 
prefented him with his portrait fet in dia«* 
monds, a chain of gold, and a medal of con« 
iiderable value. Yet, at an early period, he 
almoft entirely abandoned portrait-painting 
for the nobler ftudy of hiftory, in which the 
fweetnefs and delicacy of his pencilling, and 
roundneis of his figures, ftand unrivalled ; 

though 
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tlMMi|^ It nraft be owned^ his tiigh liniihing 
IcHMtimes bGOdfmes hardtiefs, atld hnj^tfibs 
dhe mind more with the idea of ivory thati 
tii animated fiefh : and there h iti getieral 
too much coldnds in the e£fe6t of his pio- 

tiires% FrcMn die yttu: 1697 ^^ ^^ J^^ ^7^^$ 
he was engaged in die ^rvice of the Eleftor 
Fdadne) fw whom he painted diirty-two 
pi£bires ; from that period to 1722^ he 
painted for Sir Gregory Page twelve i and for 
die Duke of Tafcany and odiers twenty- 
feuf ; which feem to have formed the whole 
of his works. His own portrait^ with that 
of his wife and daughter^ were fent as a pre- 
lent to Sir Gregory, in rctnm for his great 
liberality to this artift. This cekbr^ed paint* 
ter died in 1727, aged 6S. 

Peter Vander Werf, brother to 
the Chevalier, but much inferior in his art, 
was bom here in 1665. 
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Herman Sachtleven^ a land* 
icape-psdnter of much celebrity » bom here ia 
1609, was a difdple of John Van Goyen. 
His pifhireSy though much laboured» pro- 
duce a happy efFe£l horn his faithful attention 
to truth. His touch was free and light ^ and 
the aerial tints judicioufly arranged. His 
drawings are not in lefs eftimation among 
tjhe connoifleurs than his works in oil* 

Cornelius Sachtleven, his bror 
ther^ a very inferior artifti was alfo born a^ 
Rotterdam. 



I SHALL mention only one other 
painter, a native of this city, Abraham Hon- 
dius, born in. 1638, and famous for hunting; 
and converfations. 



The ipirited chara6lers of his amU 
mals, particularly dogs,^ the fquarenefs of 
bis pencilling, with the freedom of touch, 

an4 
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add manner peculiar to himfelf^ muft ever 
render his works pleaiing to the amateuf. 
It may be obferved, that in many of his pic-» 
tares the ikies are remarkably red : the catiib 
ailigned for this is, a heavy bill too often with 
the colour-man, and credit fo low that ultra 
marine was no longer to be obtdned. 

• • • ■ 

Of living artifts here are a few of 
fome eminence, particularly Mr. Van Ny*- 
megen, the father, who paints hiftory, and 
the fbn, landfcape, in the ftyle of Pyna* 
ktr : Mr. Langmdyck, who defigns battle- 
pieces, &C.) and Mr. Molyn, horfes and 
iCattle. 



1 SHALL now'conduSl you to a few 

4 

private colle6lions, in the pofTeflion of gentle- 
men who will be gratified in giving pleailire 
to an amateur of the fine arts ; and to whom, 
as fuch, you will find little difiiculty of accefst 

Mr.' 
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Mf.. Vandsuoxs, Sdgnnir ia.Gai. 
eneveU, who bu beea hanifliwl oaaaaoat 
of the bts civil commodons^i Mr. Camai, 
Mff Loclihoifl^ ao4 Mr. Hqibrock. 

H/iyi«o, a wilb. to vifit Dait, « 
place fo mncb. notaccd ia tiie. wada of tte 
lamous Dutch artilh, we intend' making a 
ibprt. excurSso tbitfaa t»-a»cn>w. In the 
inttriOt 

idimJ. 
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LETTER V. 



DORZ 



DEAR SIR, 

Ag R E E a B L E to our intention; 

we have made an excurfion hither this day, 
after eroding the Maes to Zwyndregt^ a 
pleafant village on the river Merwee, com- 
manding a very pi£turefque view of this 
city» which is about nine miles from Ilot- 
terdam. 



The entrance to Dort, or, more pro-' 
perly, Dordreght, is through the great 
Hooft-*gate, a large handfome building. 
This city is of great antiquity, and has 
been a place of confiderable ftrength : it is 

F de- 
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defended by baftions, and furrounded by a 
ftrong wall. It flili holds a firfl rank in 
the ftates of Holland, and had formerly the 
fole privilege of coining money for all the 
provinces. 

It is recorded J that the infular fitua-* 
tion of this place v^as formed from an in- 
undation of the fea, on the 7th of July 
142 1 J which fwallowed upwards of fevcnty 
villages, and near a hundred thoufand per- 
fons. The caufe of this calamity is faid to 
licve arifen from the malice of a peafant 
whOy with the view of. wreaking his own 
-vengeance upon a neighbour that was ob- 
noxious to him, opened a dyke towards th^ 
fea, which led to his houfe. The current 
became fuddenly (b powerful by the influ- 
ence of the wind, that everf attempt to flop 
it's progrefs proved indfefluAl, and kft to 
the humanity of thofe who bewailed a de- 
luged province, no better coniblation, than 

that 
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jfentence of perpetual imprlfonment in the 
caftle of Louveftein upon the learned Hu- 
go Grotius and Hoogerbeets^ the penfionary 
of Leyden« 

This city has produced fome great and 
learned men, particularly the celebrated 
Junius and Voffius. To painters of emw 
nence it has been rather propitious, at the 
head of whom ranks Albrecht Cuyp, fon of 
Jacob Geritze Cuyp, born here in 1606: a 
name that mufl be held dear to every lover 

■ 

cf the arts. His clofe attention to natur? 
in his landfcape, and nice difcrimination of 
chara£ler in his cattle, fland unrivalled 2 
the mills of the morning, clear light of 
noon, and fbmbre tints of the evening, are 
all delicately marked in his pidtures. His 
fketchcs were principally made from the 
neighbourhood of Dort ; and are ^1 faithful 
copies of nature, whom, he has evidently 

oot fucd in vain. 
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Valuable as this great artift's works 
now are in the eftimate of the connoifleur; 
I am informed, it is not more than thirty 
years, iince a room full of his beft caUnet 
pi£fcures were purchafed by the late Mr. 
Bladcwood for feven or eight pomids a piece* 
Such are the viciffitudes in the works of art, 
and tfa^ labours of genius, and fuch the 
baneful influence of faihion and caprice, 
even on minds beft cultivated and inform- 
ed ! Nor is the palm fure to be received from 
the hand of pofterity : the moft fignal ex- 
cellence cannot command it, Milton's great 
work has taught this difcouraging leflbh; 
and his labours were much lefs fubjedl: to 
accident, and the poffeflion of them not 
confined to the cabinets of individuals. It 
was only by the efforts of a popular Law- 
yer, that he was at length refcued from ob- 
livion : and he might have been involved in 
this obfcurity by the prejudices of party, or 
the more barbarian mandates of defpotifm. 

That 
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That ezcelfent engraver^ Jacob Hou- 
brakea was likewifb bora here about the year 
1698. From whence he drew the prindples 
of his art we know not, as it is not recoided 
that he had a mafter : his exuellenoe &emi to 
lia^e been attained by application j ihdt in- 
fallible fburce of perfe£tion> where Nature 
}ias not been niggard in her gifts. He was 
the iba of Arnold Houbrdcen, an hift^cal 
painter, bom likewiie at.Dortj and who 
Jidd ibme eminence in his profeflun^ 

Godfrey Sc ha lken, a punter of great 
celebrity^ was likewife bom here, in 1643 : 
he was fon of the nRor of the college, un-> 
der whom he ftudied the cl^ffics ; but fbon 
changed this for his favourite purfait of 
painting, and at length became a difciple of 
Gerard Douw. From the works of Rem- 
brandt he feems firft to have caught that 
paffion for the ftrohg efFe6l of light and 
(l^adqw, whid^ induced lun\ to play thof« 

tricl» 
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tricks in the artt which we fee produced ia 
his tandle light and other ptdures : ftill, it 
mixft be allowed^ that in fome of his wodts^ 
his ilr<mg lights have a very pleafing tSoEt ; 
and this is Arikingly exemplifiied in the glow 
of ftm-fhine darting through a thin curtain 
on the face of a lady, whole portrait he has 
painted in fmall. His firft merit was cer^ 
tainly high^fimlhing : in defign and compo« 
iition he .was frequently deficient. Yet, with 
all his defef^s, his fmall piAures are mudi 
ibu^t after, and faring cQufiderable prices. 
The fame and fortunes of odier fordgn ar- 
tifts, of Kneller, Dahl, &c. encouraged him 
to vifit En^and, where he attempted por- 
traits as large as life, but failed of fuccefs« 
If the ftory is true, that he fuffered King 
William, when fitting for his piflure with 
a candle in his hand, to bum his fingers. 
Without offering alliflance, one is at a lofs to 
fay; whether we fhould judge moft correctly 

foii* 
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fmiling at the phlegm^ or admiring the p6t* 
feverance of the Monarch ; but however in« 
tent upon his fubje6i» no one will hefitate 
in condemning the uncourtly negligence of 
the artift. That he did not owe his emi- 
nence to his addrefs, or a dextrous attention 
to the foibles of his patrons by flattering 
their vanity in the difplay of every petty 
excellence they might poflefs, is manifeft 
from the foUowing circumftance. 

Having finifhed the head of a lady, 
more admired for a beautiful hand than a 
handfome face, (he a(ked him, if (he fhould 
take off her glove, that he might infert the 
hand in the pi£ture : to this he replied, that 
he always painted the hands from thofe of 
his valet. In London he became rich, and 
was much ' efteemed as an artift : returning 
to his own country, he retired to the Hague, 
where he died in ijo6^ 

I SHALL 
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I SHALL not go farther into the detail 
of painters who were natives of this city i 
but dole my letter with the names of two 
living artifts, whofe merits intitle them to a 
place in this redtal; Mr. Vcrftelg, who 
paints converfations in the manner of Schal- 
ken, a good specimen of whole works is to 
be leen in tlie cabinet at the Hague; and 
Mr. Kuiper, famous for painting flowers. 

We fliall now return to Rotterdam, 
in our way to Delft, whence I fliall date my 
next 

Adieu I 
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LETTER VL 



DELFT. 

TrtE pleafore 'ifre firlt fouhd itt 
travelling through this country by water 
h^ ndt dimhiinied. We yeftehlay hired 
tile roof of the tr^dchmt for this place, 
which is about fix miles diftant. The trdk- 

« 

fchnit is a large boat or barge, with a fiat 
top, about fifty feet in length ; and is capa- 
ble of containing forty perlbns. The cabin, 
or as the Dutch term ib, foofi will accom- 
modate conveniently about eight people; and 
fliould always if 'po{Iibie> be previoufly enga*« 
ged : fixould you not be lo fortunate as to pro- 
cure yourfelf a place there (the extra expence 
of which is very trifling) you will incur 

the 



the rifk of fuffpcation, by mf?ciqg with the 
company within ; wl^ere the men ^U fmokep 
and the women (ftr^pge to tell) fit motion- 
lefs. The fciene has all tl^e flillnefs of a 
quaker*s meeting, ^it)i all tl>e ftupidity of 
jdownrjght idiotifiii, 

7?^ I^uties of tr^ve^ing c^npt, you 
will cpnflude^ |}e with^n^ but without th|e 
b^ge$ on which, if the weather proves 
.fine^ as at prefent« nothing can exceed the 
mode of conveyance. The country around 
being flat, your view is uninterrupted. 
The e;^als^ which ^e pight p;r t^ feet 
4eep^ are ^ranfparept^ bordered with tr(ee9, 
^d ^terfperfed with fipall plealwe-houfeSt 
which form a moft jdelightf ul fqene. 

Tbe trek^uit is drawn by <;ine jbor^j 
whole pace is i^egularly thuK fniles an hou^ 

-yov wiU obfj^rve^ the jn^de c^ calculating 
4ftaB^ce8 J^ijrc is by the ^ur, not by thfi 

G z . mile: 



mile : in two hours, then, we reached this 
place. The boat is fo fleady in its motion^ 
that you may write or draw, without the 
leaft inconvenience. A number of wind- 
mills are interfperfed on the banks and 
neighbourhood for lawing timber, cuttmg 
tobacco, and other purpofes ; the land con- 

• • • • 

tiguous is all pafture. About the midway 
to Delft, we paded a very pretty village, 
called Overfchie. Clofe to the canal run^ 
the high road, bordered with a row of lofty 

elms* 



1 
The city of Delft is the capital of Delft- 
land in the province of Holland, and is 
about two miles in circumference. In the 
iquare or market-place, facing the church, 
is the town-houfe, the fa9ade of which is 
worthy attention. The fteeple of the new 
church is efteemcd the moft beautiful of 
any in the low countries ; and has a re- 
markable fet of chimes, coniiiling of four 

or 
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or five hundred bells, which play every 
quarter of an hour. This is a fpecies of 
xnufic the Dutch are univerfally fond of: 
the bells are fo difpofed on the outfide of 
the ipire, as to add much to the beauty of 
the building. Within the church is (hewn 
a marble tomb of William, the firft Prince 
of Orange. It is a work of much merit i 
and the execution, in parts, well deferves a 
critical attention. The murder of this 
firft Prince of Orange, in the fifty-fecond 
year of his age, is related to . have been 
perpetrated at the Old Palace in this town ; 
on the lothof July, 1584, where is feen, 
at the bottom of the ftair-cafe, a hole, faid 
to be the mark of the piftol ball, which paC- 
fed through his body. The afiaflin was 
Balthazar Girard, who had for fome years 
premeditated this maflfacre. 

It is extraordinary that, about two 
years before, an attempt was made to 

af. 
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[inate this Prince at Antwerp by a viL- 
lain of the pame of Jaureguy ; whp w^ tQ 
have been rewarded with twenty->five thou«- 
iand ducats : but^ die piftol miffing fire^ bis 
ian^nary purpofe was not effis£bd. 

Im the old church are (hewn the tomb9 
c^ Admiral Van* Trompi and Adtpir^tl 
Hein^j bis contemporary. 



Th« SfHii-houfp^ or Bridew^Uf ^«fP 
poor feoaale culprits fire kept^ fbould be no- 
tifisd> and that with an ^y? of (xxniiiifera- 
:&m.-->*Sufely» twenty or even u» year; con^ 
£nement is much too fevere a piiiiiOupeiit 
for a faulty which if oiodtBrxi divi^Bs w^rc 



* I HAVE applied |h(B epithet f#% V 1^ .» gfMnfy 
called, in England, Van Trtmp I yet I have reafen to 
it has nothing to do .with his name. 



to 
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to reform our Litany, would hardly be d& 
nominated a deadly Hn ; 



^ Through tatter'd clothes (mail vices do appear/* 



Two (paaous ftreets, having broad canals 
bordered with tirees, as at Rdtterdam, form 
the principal part of the town* It has but 
little trade : the Delft manufactory, once fo 
famous, is, by the intercourie with China 
and the modern improvements in the manu- 
facture, rendered fo trifling, as to be fcarcely 
dn object of commerce. Hence it may be 
obferved, how little reliance fhouid be had 
oh the permanency of traffic In any art, in 
which we fancy we excel.—- The Delft- ware, 
once held all over Europe in fuch eftimation 
as to be a fubjeCt worthy the embellifhments 
of the pencils of Van tJoyen, Vandevelt and 
other eminent artifts, is now Confined merely 
to the purpofes of the kitchen ; and it is not 
itopbflible, but that BritiAi tafte, now em- 
ployed 



( 56 ) 

ployed in imitating the claific treafures of 
Herculaneum, may in time fo improve on 
their originals, as to take from the antique 
its boafted fuperiority. 

To afcertain, in fome meafure, the value 
of earthen ware, there is at the feat of Brigge 
Fountaine, Efq. of Narford, in Norfolk, a 
cabinet of it, painted by the divine Raphael -, 
for which, they tell you, his prefent Majefty 
offered the family no lefs a fum thhui five 
thoufand pounds. 

Tuis town is exceedingly dull, being 
principally inhabited by perfons who have 
acquired fortunes fufficient to retire from 
bufinefs, and wi(h to make no farther noife 
in the world. The pavement before moft 
of the houfes is black and white marble. 
In the back part of our inn, which is the 
largeft I have yet (een in Holland, is a fpa- 
cious hall ; fet apart for the Burghers, who 
are formed into a corps of archers, among 

thefc 
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thefe the beft fhot is made King of the 
Society for a year. In this apartment is^ 
large well-painted pi6hire by Mirevelt, who 
was born in this city 5 containing many por- 
traits of the Burgo-mafters and principal of- 
ficers, who made refinance againft the Spa- 
niards in the 1 6th century : thofe of the 
famous penfioner De Witt and Hugo Gro- 
tius, when yovmg, are conipicuous in the 
pifture. 

Of Hugo Grotius, a native of this town,' 
I can fcarcely be juflified in mentioning 
farther particulars ; efpecially to jou, who 
are fo well verfed in the biography of the 
learned: but^ as the information came to 
me on the fpot and differs a little from what 
has been generally faid on the fubjeft, . I 
ihall^ without reference to books, give it 
you verbatim. 

Yoi. I. H Wh£K 
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When very yoimg, his abilities were in 
fuch efteem, that he was engaged by the 
States, to accompany the Dutch Ambaf&- 
dor, Barnevtldt, to the court of France) 
where, though Henry the IV. had difcem* 
ment enough to ihew him much attention, 
he could not-hdp exprefling to Grotius him- 
felf, his aftoniilimenty that the States fhoidd 
iend as an afliftant in an embafiy, a youth 
without a beard. But he was no lefs afto- 
nifhed with the youth's reply. '^ Had the 
^* States conceived your Majefty meafured 
** abilities by the length of beard, they 
*' would have fent, in my ftead, a he-goat 
" of Norway.'' 

On his return from France in 1607, at 
the a^e of twenty-four, he was made Advo- 
cate*general $ and in May 1619, was ar^ 
refted and condemned to perpetual imprifon- 
ment in the caftle of X^uveftein : but in 

about 
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about a year aiid a half, after much feverci 
treatment, he accompliihed his efcape*^ 

He retired to France, where he met with 
a very kind reception ; though much artifice 
was ufed, by the Dutch AmbalTadors, to pre* 
judice the King againfl: him* He was after* 
wards made Counfellor to Queen ChrifHna 
of Sweden; from whofe fervice, he, with 
much difficulty, obtained permiilion to re-» 

* The manner of which is thus related— His wife, 
Maria Van Reygerfbergen, a woman of much learning 
and accomplifliment, had fo ingratiated herfelf with the 
Governor's Lady, as to obtain permiffion, during the ab« 
fence of the Governor, to return to a friend at Gorcum 
fome books which her hufband had borrowed. Grotius 
wa^ conveyed in the trunk which was provided for the 
books, and by the addrefs and good management of a maid 
fervant, who accompanied this learned treafure ; was fafe* 
ly landed, but not without fome danger of being drilM 
through the body, from the curiofity of the porters, who 
on carrying him down ftairs, had fufpicion, that the weight 
of the trunk was too great for wafte paper. 

H 2^ tire; 



( 6o ) 

* • • • 
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6re : but this favoar was accompanied with 
feveral confpicuous marks of her efteem. 

* On quitting Sweden he was caft away in 
a ftorm on the coaft of Pomerania : thence 
he continued his journey by land, till illnefs 
obliged him to flop at Roftoc, where he died 
on the 28th of Auguft, 1645; and from 
whence he was conveyed to this place, where 
lie was interred among his anceftors. 

' In the Town-houfe, and in private hands, 
are here found fome of the beft pi£iures of 
^rank Hals. 



Of painters, this city has produced ma- 
ny of much eminence : Leonard Bramer, a 
difciple of Rembrandt and painter of hif- 
tQry; and Peter Bronkhorft, who painted 
buildings and figures with much fuccefs. 
In the council chamber are two good hiftori- 
cal pidures by this mafter ^ the judgment of 

Solomon^ 
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Solomon, and Chrilt driving the mon^ 
changers out of the temple : 
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mhrior $ and id^ on the whole, a plflure 
worthy of admiration, and a model for 
artifts. 



1 CA^mroT clc^ thb letter without men^ 
Zoning the name of Michael Jan Mirevdt, 
a- portrait painter of very coAfiderable merit, 
bom here iii 1568. He was early placed 
vMi Jerome de Weirinx, an ehgraver ;• un^ 
6tr Whom ht mads coiifideraUe progrefs^ 
and at the age of twelre produced fererat 
well-engraved plates : but he foon quitted 
the graver for the pencil, and under the tui- 
tion of Blocklandt, became eminent as a 
painter* He was invited to England by 
Charles I. but the plague, breaking out at 
the time, prevented his acceptance of the 
offer. He was piincipally employed at the 
Hague, and is faid to have painted more than 
ten thoufand portraits, for which he received 
a very good price j for a three-quarter por- 
traljt OR^ hundt^ and fifty florins, and for 

other 
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Other fizes in proportion. The fweetnefs of 
Colouring in his heads, and free manner of 
touching the hair, much reiembling Hol- 
bein, fiilly juftifies the high rank which he 
iieid> as a portrait painter : he died in this 
city in 1641^ aged 73. Befides t^e pi£hires 
I have mentioned in the room where the 
JBurghers meet, there is another in the Sur- 
geon's HaU by this ms^er, ^ verjr c(»ifider- 
able merit* 

'We are preparing to onbark for tfaa 
Hague. 

Adieu) 



LET^ 
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LETTER VII. 



HAGUE. 

DEAR SIR, 

We left Delft by our favourite 
mode of conveyance, the trekfchuit, for the 
Hague. The diftance is about fix miles. 
In the village of Ryfwyk, about half way 
from Delft, nothmg can furpafs the beauty 
of the {bene. 



J WOULD advife you to leave the trek- 
fchuit at the bridge (as defcribed in the 
drawing), and walk to the village, about half 
a mile diftant* It was a palace of William 
III. called the houfe of Neubeurg; and is 
rendered famous from the peace concluded 
there, after a nine years war, on the 20th of 
September 1697, between the confederate 

powers 



L_.. 



t- 



JiOl^IS XIV. 



J^ui/i/ibc^ a J fie . 4tt e/irref*, Jifneidt^iyCZra 



( 6s ) 

powers and Louis XIV. called the peace of 
Ryfwyk, 

As the trekfchuit waits not a moment, 
you have a pleafant walk to the Hague, 
where we arrived in very good time for din- 
ner. The fcencry here became richer ; and 
nature, as we got nearer to the Hague, feem- 
ed to grow refined, and breathe more the air 
of a court. 



You will perhaps fmile at the opinion, 
but it is a truth ; that nature may be foft- 
ened and embellifhed by the hand of art, 
and derive fuch variegated tints from tafte- 
ful culture, as to produce a beautiful efFeft, 
feldom found in Dutch landfcape. Thus it 
is with the cultivations and embellifhments 
about the Hague, which certainly give the 
country a new and elegant appearance. 

Thb annexed iketch was made between 
Vol. I. I Ryfwyk 
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Ry^wyk aiid the Hague, or, as the Dutcft 
term it, Graven Hague or Earls Grove, if 
having been formerly inhabited by the Earltf 
of Holland. Though only a village, it is 
made the feat of Government, and the refi« 
dence of foreign Minifters; and contains, 
perhaps, more elegant buildings than any 
x>ther fpot, of the fize, in Europe. Its ele* 
vated fituation and contiguity to the iea, the 
purity of the air and diverfity of landfcape^ 
give it pre- eminence over every other town 
>n Holland. 



The ftreets are fpacious, elegantly built, 
^Well fhadcd with trees^ and amply fupplied 
.with water. 



Th£ fquares and public buildings are 
numerous, but the moft beautiful part of 
the Hague is the Vyverburg j on one fide of 
which is an elegant row of houfes, and on 
the other a lai*ge baibn of water^ called the 

. iVyver, 



J 
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Vyver, almoft a quarter of a mile in length ; 
;and near this is the Mall^ railed in, and 
ftrewed with fhells^ like all the public walks 
in the Hague: a circumftance which ren- 
.ders them exceedingly unpleafant. 

The houie of Prince Wielburgh (wha 
married the Prince of Orange's filler) is the 
moft elegant building here : the Hotel d*Op- 
dam, though much fpoken of> I think in- 
ferior. 



The Hague is furrounded with a canal^ 
Ix^dered with elm-trees, acrofs which are 
many bridges. The Princefs-Graft is half a 
mile in length, and proportionably broad. 

The French Theatre is in the Street 
Cafuari, fmall but neat. The Affembly of 
the States was breaking up about three 
o'clock, juft as we pafTed. On this occafion 
^e military were drawn out, and refpedt- 

I z f uUy 
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fiilly faluted the members ; a ceremony (it 
feems) performed every day. 

This parade cannot fail to ftrike an 
Englifhman as fingular ; as in our country 
alone (fuch is the jealoufy of military power), 
the reprefentatives of the people wave all 
military homage, and will net even admit a 
centinel to be placed near the feat of deli*- 
beration. 



The chamber, where the bufinefs of the 
date is tranfa^led, is a very handfome large 
room, hung with tapeftry, and is contiguous 
to that in which the Ambafladors are receiv- 
ed : at the end is a whole-length picture of 
William III. Very near this room is a fpa- 
cious hall, where the Court of Jufiice is 
kept, in which are feven piflures by Lairefle : 
the firft, ^neas with his father Anchifes; 
the iecond, over the chimney-piece, repre- 
fents Juftice 3 the third, the Story of Pom<- 

peius; 
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III die front of the Towit-houfe are twa 
Latin proverbs } die latter of which is well 
undejAood by erery Hollander : 



^ Ne Jupiter ^uidem oamihus/* 
^ Jelix ^uem bciant sdieoa pericola caitfom 






Ik the Burgo*mafter's room, in the 
Tov^m^^houie, is a very fine picture by the 
Cbevaiier Charles De Moor ; r^eGming 
all the Members of the Regmcy of the 
year 1717. 

These apartments all overlook the Vy- 
ver, and are exceedingly plea&nt. The 
houfes or rather palaces adjoining are ele- 
gant in the extreme. The refidence of the 
Englifh, and moft of the foreign Minifters, 
is on this fpot. 

Th£ French churdbi boafts more anti« 
quity than any other at iAxt Hague s «nd is 

rendered 
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rendered famous, as the burying place of 
feveral Counts of Holland. When it was 
repaired, about four years fince, the corpfe 
of William, the fixth King of the Romans 
and Count of Holland, was found well pre« 
ferved : the body intire, the fkin quite black, 
and the teeth perfeftly white. In the fame 
church is entombed the famous Barneveldt* 



We ycfterday attended the parade in ex- 
peftation of feeing the Prince, but were dif- 
appointed; after which, having previoufly 
procured a ticket of admiffion^ we vifited 
the cabinet of natural curiofities, open every 
day at twelve. 

The collection coniifts of fliells, pre* 
cious ftones, petrifadions^ fbifils, minerals, 
and birds, well preferved« To enter into a 
detail would be tedious, and perhaps beyond 
my ability : the conmnfieur in that purfuit 
may get b^er in£onnation on the ^t. 

The 
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The concha veneris, pelican, and hippopota* 
mus, or fea-horfe, moftly attradted our atten* 
tion* The whole is neatly, and well di£- 
pofed: but without partiality, I think the 
colle£^ion made by the late Sir Aihton Lever 
much fuperion 

Near the houfe where this cabinet is 
preferved (which I fhould mention was pur- 
chafed of the Countefs of Albermarle) ftands 
the prifon ; in which the famous De Witts 
were confined, before they fb undefervedly 
fell martyrs to the blind frenzy of an ig- 
norant rabble. 



To the Prince's cabinet of pi£hires I 
need not requeft you to pay particular atten- 
tion. The whole colle6tion is of the firft 
and beft quality, well chofen, and in excellent 
prefervation. . Portraits by Titian, Holbein, 
Rembrandt, Van Dyck, and others; and 
cabinet pictures by Gerard Dow, Metzu, Po* 

lem« 
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lemburgh, Ifalc Oftade, &c. Some excellent 
landfcapes by Vernet, particularly the water- 
fall of Tivoli, perhaps the beft he ever 
painted : a large landfcape, with cattle, by 
Paul Potter, painted in 1647 (large as life), 
wherein the particular charaflers of the ani- 
mals heads are marked, in a manner peculiar 
and reached only by the talents of that great 
mailer. There are likewife two by Lingle- 
back ; the embarkation of Charles II. froni 
Scheveling, the beft I ever faw by that 
painter. Of Vandevelts, there are two moft 
beautiful. Portraits by Rubens, of himfelf 
and wives. A virgin and child, by Raphael. 
Fruit and game, by Wceninx. By Wover- 
mans, a large battle-piece, &c« To enume- 
rate them further would be tedious. The 
colle£lion is perfeflly chafte, and fele£ted 
with great judgment. 

Haying viewed every thing recommend-' 
Vol. I. K cd 
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ed to us here, we made an excurfion, e&rly* 
yefterday morning, to Scheveling, about two 
miles diftant. The ride is delightful, through 
an aVenue of lime-trees about a mile in 
length, forming a beautifal vifta, wluch b 
terminated bj the church of Sdieveling^ 
Qn each fide this charming road the foot- 
way is perfectly commodious, and fliaded 
from the heat of the fun. 



Thb fea breaking upon the eye, juft at 
the extrenuty of this grand avenue, forms a 
noble and pi£turefque objefi. The beauty 
of the morning, with the bufy fcenery on 
the fhore of multitudes of fifhermen and 
women, all eagerly oigaged and fo charafter- 
iilically grouped, induced me to attempt the 
enclofei (ketch : in making which, the boors 
feemed quite as well entertained with me as 
I was with them ; eagerly crouding round, 
and expref&ng their pleafure and furprize by 

fuch 
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fuch broad grins and fhouts of applaufe, as 
would unprepared have alarmed the mfemal 
regions. 

The beach here forms a very different 
proIpe£fc to that we are accuftomed to in 
England; where the fiirrouAding cliffs add 
grandeur to the fcenery, and the hardnefs of 
the gravelly ihore gives a pleafant foot-way t 
here the depth of fand and immenfe quan- 
tity of fhells^ which the fea is perpetually 
throwing up^ render the walking fo difa- 
greeable» that we foon returned fufiidently 
fatigued, yet with excellent appetites, to 
breakfaft, at a fmall ihug houfe in the village* 
of Schevelingj which is a fmall fifhing* 
place, and feems to have undergone little 
change fince the days of D^Vlieger, Van 
Goyen, and other eminent punters, who 
have thought it an object worthy the pencil. 

On our return to the Hague we vifited 

K 2 Port- 
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Portland gardens, in the pofTeilion of the 
Counte(s Bentinck. They are much fpok^n 
*^ of here for their ftyle of cultivation, as beitfg 
entirely in the Englifh tafte ; and it is true, 
that they are fo, in as great a degree as the 
fandy foil and the want of rich fcenery will 
allow. They are about three miles in cir- 
cumference, but with no extent of profpeft. 
This garden con fids of fhort alleys, ferpen- 
tine windhigs, and here and there a fmall 
piece of green, ftill water. Yet the (hrubs 
feem to thrive ; and the orangery, confifling 
of near thre^ hundred large trees and form* 
ing an amphitheatre, before a very large 
building, conftru£ted for their reception in 
cold weather, is much to be admired. The 
dwelling-houfe is of no confequence, yet for 
that and the grounds, it is faid, the Englifh 
miniiler p^d the enormous fum of one thoK- 
fand pounds a year* 

Whbn we ipeak thus unfavourably of a 

garden. 
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garden^ of fo much celebrity in this place, it 
muft be allowed that its prefent n^lefled 
ftate (being unoccupied) has, in a great de- 
gree, obfcured its original beauty^ 

Having heard much of the gardens of 
Grifiier Fagel, we returned to the Hague,' 
and procured an order for admiilion, with*-* 
out which they cannot be ieen. This regu* 
lation has been lately adopted, in confequence 
of an injury fuftained from ibme mifchievous 
perfon. The grounds are very exteniive, 
but fo Jike the former, that I cannot fay 
much in their commendation. Nature is 
here alio tortured into fquares and angles ; 
and the buil^ngs, except one, which com* 
mands a view of Scheveling, the Hague, and 
the Sea, are in general difpofed with little 
tafte. 



The houfe is fmall, and merely a place 

of 
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of retiremeBt from the bufinefs of the flate. 
I am told then are feme good pictures with- 
iRf bttt our order (fid not e^rtend to m ad«- 
miflioii* 



From hence we drove to the houft in 
the wood (about a mile from the Hague) 
when the Prince of Orange gencralty refides 
about two mondisdn the year. It is a com^ 
fertable vilh^ that a private gentkmaa of 
moderate fiiMtune m^ht occupy. The houie 
U pleaiantly fituatcd in 4 fine wood, which 
is the firft I have yet feen» and (except that 
at Haerlem) is, I believe, the only one of 
Gon^uence in the country. The enclofed 
iketch will give you z more perfe6t idea of 
the houie and its fituation. 



It is remarked, that, in and near this 
wood, Waterloo made the principal part of 

the ifaidies for his charming etchings. 

Thu 
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The faloon, or ball-room is an oSkstgotip 
with a cupo]a» and gallery for xnufic« 

4' 

The pictures, by Jordaens, are all in 
hift beft manner. Vulcan's forge, by Ru* 
bens, over the chimney, is a chef d*oeuvre oF 
the mafl!en This is the only grand apart* 
ment ift the houfe. The Japan bed^-cham-^ 
ber and clofet are expenfive and elegant, 
beautifully inlaid with mother of pearl* 
The dofett particularly, is thoroughly Chi-^ 
nefe. 



The reception we met with, as ihangers, 
was highly flattering. It was the character 
of Engliflmien, that was our pafi^rt. Ex- 

« 

prefling our wi(h to fee the Prince, the Court 
being then f uU^ we were addrefied by a gen- 
tleman (whom we afterwards found to be 
Lord Athlone) through whofe politenefi we 
gained admiffion, and were with great af&« 
bility noticed by the Prince, He is fhort in 

ilature^ 
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fiature, with much elegance and familiarity 
in his manner, not unlike our Royal Fa« 
mily. 

The Princ6fs and her daughter, who is 
dbout eighteen, appeared in the room : their 
drefies were very plain, and they had no 
other mark of fuperiority than a train-bearer. 

Charmed with the native elegance and 
fenfible expreflion in the countenance of the 
young Princefs, I could not, on the inftant, 
but cherifh the hope of feeing her one day 
contributing to the fplendor and felicity of 
the Britifti Court, 



- So little ceremony is obferved in the ex* 
tenor of the houfe, that, juft without the 
door of the apartment, where the Prince was 
giving audience (which was open) a woman 
was on her knees fcrubbing the ftair-cafe. 

I CAN« 
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I CANNOT quit the Hague without per- 
tniifion to relate what is told at a neighbour- 
ing village, called Loofduynen, about a league 
from hence. The ftory is fo trifling, that I 
(hould not venture on its recital, but for 
the fake of the explanation ; although Eraf- 
mus, and other authors of high eminence 
have mentioned it with much gravity : — 
*' About the year 1 276, a Countefs of Hen- 
" nefberg, aged 42, was delivered of three 
" hundred and (ixty- five children at a birth ; 
** faid to be by the imprecations of a beggar 
•* woman, who (on being refufed charity) 
« wifhed ftie might have as many children 
" as there were days in the year." Though 
a Dutch author mentions having feen the 
children, and defcribes them no bigger than 
ihrimps, and though at the village church 
is ftill fliewn the copper veflbr in which they 
were baptized by Guy, Bifhop of Utrecht, 
yet the truth feems to be, that on a 3d of 
January the beggar wiftied the Countefs 
Vol. I. L might 
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might have as many children as there bad 
been days in the year : and that her wiih 
was fulfilled by the good Countefs being de- 
livered of three children on that day. It is 
iaid, that credulity once ran fo high in this 
village, as to induce them to place a pifhire 
in the chureh, illuftrative of this whimfical 
fubjefl-. 

Having feen all that is worthy of at- 
tention, I (hall cloie this letter with giving 
you a lift of the owners of fucb private coU 
leflions, as will beft merit your notice^ 

GaiFPiBR Fagbl at his town houie, 
in the Hague — Baron Cbdioom has a fine 
coUeftion, but it is feldom he is in the hu- 
mour to ihew them — ^Mx. Van Heteren — ^Mn 
Slingeland — ^M r. Nyman — and Mr. Vallette* 

Of painters now refiding here who have 
fuperior merit, I fhall mention Mr. Haag, 

punter 
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pMntfT to the Prince of Orange, and keeper 
of the cabinet-— Mr. Schonman, a good 
painter of birds and animals — ^Mr. Van O^* 
flowers and fea-pieces—- Mr. Pritts excels in 
idgh-finiOied landfcapes and buildings^ in 
the ftyle of Vander Hyde — ^Mr, Tielpyn and 
Mr. BoUemais, in hiftory— -and Mr. Riutig 
is excellent in flowers. 



Th £ Hague has produced many artifts of 
eminence. . John Le Due, a difciple of Paul 
Potter, was born here in 1636. He had 
great facility of pencil and excellence in de- 
iign ; but his greatefl merit was his clofe imi- 
tation of the ftyle of his mafter. We are 
led to regret his having quitted the pencil for 
the purfuit of arms, in which he obtained a 
company, and acquired the epithet of brave ; 
after which he neither painted or defigned. 
His etchings are juftly efteemed. He was 
director of the academy at the Hague^ in 
ttyiy but the time of his death is not afcer- 

L 2 tained* 
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tamed. A difciple of Van Dyck» Adrian 
Hanneman, was bom and principally refided 
here: he had infinite merit as a portndt 
painter, and did honor to his mafter. He 
was cliiefly employed by the Prince of Naffau,' 
for whom he painted many pi6tures, and 
fome in hiftory highly deierving applaufe. 

There is a delicacy of colouring in his 
portraits, not much inferior to Van Dyck : 
his beft works are to be found at the Hague : 
he was direftor of the academy there in 
1665. Daniel Mytens, as an excellent ar- 
tift, likewife does credit to the place of his 
nativity: he was bom in 1636: he early 
vifited Rome^ and gained much information 
from the fociety of Carlo Maratti and Carlo 
Lotti. After refiding a long time in Italy 
he returned to the Hague, where he was 
much carefled by the lovers of the arts. An 
early tafte for pleafure and expence, not lef- 
fened by his refidence, abroad, feemedtoin- 

creaie 
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creafe with his years ; and at the age of fifty- 
two he totally negle£ted the noble purfuit of 
excellence in the arts> and funk at once into a 
ftate of debauchery, fatal to his health and 
fortune. The period in which he flourifhed 
mod: as a painter feems to have been foon af- 
ter his return from Italy : which may be ob- 
ferved in the excellence of the fketch in the 
cdling of the painters gallery, at the Hague. 
He died in 1688. 



For a father account of painters pro- 
duced here, I refer you to the biographers on 
the fubje£l. 

Adieu. 




LET. 



i 
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LETTER Vm, 



LEtbEN. 



After a pti^raftt pit^ge in thft 
trekichuit, of about three hoitt's afid a haif* 
we arrived at this dty. 

Ako^ir half way from tiie Hagix we 
{topped to change boats at an exceeding 
pretty village, called Leydfchendam } in the 
neighbourhood of which the pleafure-houie 
and gardens appear to more advantage as the 
borders of the canals are enriched with a lux- 
uriancy we had not before experienced. 
We entered the dty by what is called the 
Whit^ate, which leads to the Broad-ftreet, 
a handfome fpadous avenue, pafling quite 

through 
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through the city^ in a curve line to t^e 
Utrecht-gate. 

Le¥den is efteemed one of tlie handt* 
forneft cities in Holland, and next in iize to 
Ainfterdam : it is furrounded with a rampart 
and ipacious canal, adorned with trees i 
which (hade a pleafant walk, encompafiing 
the town and commanding an extenfive view 
Qver the acjiaoait meadows. 

The entrances to the city are through 
(even handfbme ftone gate9> at each of which 
is a draw-bridge. In the centre of the town 
is a tumulus, furrounded by a high wall, 
wluch commands a fine view of the dty* 
On this eminence, which is called thp Buigt» 
there fornifrly 0»o4 a csJXh, £ud to have 
been built by Hengift, Kmg of ttie Weft 
Saxons, (m his conqw^ in England j or, with 
more probability, by oas of tiie former 
Coiiints Q§ if pUaad, Thif dty (urns to rival 

Voiice 
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Venice in canals and bridges : of the latter 
there are faid to be one hundred and forty* 
five, all of ftone^ and railed with iron. The 
moft beautiful of the canals is called the 
Rapenburg; acrofs which {lands the uni- 
verfity and public library, well ftored with 
books, and enriched with many curious ma- 
nuicripts. The leamed Scaliger, who was 
bom here, bequeathed to this univerfity, in 
which he was a fludent, his valuable Hebrew 
library* 

« 

In this apartment is a portrait of Eraf* 
mus, faid to be by Holbein, And in the 
profeflbrs room are likewife portraits of Ar- 
miniusy Junius, Boerhavius, Van Swieten, 
Albinus^ and other diftinguifhed men of this 
univerftty. The old Rhine runs through 
this city, and loies itfdf at a fmall village in 
the neighbourhood, called Catwyk. 

The univerfity is famous all over Eu- 
rope: 
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rope : it was founded by the States in 1575. 
The profefTorSy when they appear in public, 
wear a black (ilk gown or toga, bordered with 
vdvety on which the word Leyden is imprefled 
in filver. The fludents are not diftinguifhed 
by any regular habit, and board indifcrimi* 
nately in the town. Their number at pre- 
fent is but finall i -md it is a fadt highly 
honourable to our feminariei in Great Bri- 
tain, that Leyden is no longer the rdbrt of 
Englifh ftudents in medicine, though it for-* 
merly held fuch diftinguifhed pre-eminence : 
not one individual from our own country is 
now to be found here. 



In the upper part of the univerfity the 
ingenious Elfevier had his printing-rooms. 
The pbyfic gardens are mentioned as worth 
notice, but I cannot fpeak to thdir excell^ice. 
A fmall colle£tion of flatues are fhewn, as 
prefented to the univerfity, by a burgo-maf-- 
ter of Amftenlaro, named Gerard Papen- 
Vol. L M broek; 
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broek ; but it is of no great confeqiience by 
whom given, they are of little efteem. 

The aib^ftos fhewn here is not uncom- 
mon, both paper and linen are made from it, 
and it is not confumeable by fire« 

Here are feveral curious fpecimens of 
petrifa£lions ; but I was moft ftruck with 
fome pieces of chryftal, formed by nature 
into angles, as accurately as if they were the 
niceft works of art. The toad of Surinam, 
which brings forth its young from its back, 
where they are contained in finall valves, is 
an objeft of much curiofity. This fpecies 
of toad is about twice as large as thofe in 
England. A fi(h, called the Medufa^s head, 
is worthy notice : it has a number of fmall 
fibres darting like rays from its body. 

A BEAUTIFUL hyacinth in full bloom, 
preferved fifty years in Ipirits, now appears 

as 
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as if frefh gathered : it is certainly a great 
curiofity, and wdl deferving attention, as is 
an Egyptian ihirt ^dthout a feam. 

The Stadt-houfe^ in the centre of the 
Broad flreet, is a very large building, ftriking 
in its appearance, but in a very uncouth ftyle 
of architedure. In one of the apartments is 
the famous pidure, reprefenting the laft 
judgment, by Lucas Van Leyden or Hugens, 
who was bom here in 1494: it confifts of 
an infinite number of figures. The compo- 
fition in general is good, and fbme of the 
female figures are pencilled with great fpirit; 
but the reprefentation of beautiful nature is 
not here to be found. There is great incor- 
reftnefs in the drawing, a want of keeping 
in the figures, the draperies are hard, and 
in the heads there is too much fimilarity ; 
yet with all its defe£ls it is, confidering the 
nearly time in which it was painted, a work 
very defervedly admired. Before he was twelve 

M 2 years 
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years old this artift is &id to hare b eea a good 
paintaer* and at fifttm to have made an 
admirable pi£hire of the Hfftory of St. 
Hubert. 



A ncTURB by the Chevalier De Moor, 
the fubjefl^ Brutos feeing judgment executed 
on his fons, and another, the ftory of Scipioi^ 
&c. are wortliy notice. 

THrs excelknt painter, bom here in 
1656, was the ion of a piAure metchant;, 
and, though his father beftowed nmdi atten^ 
tion on all parts of his oducationY every dung 
elfe was facrificed to lus feeling paffion for 
defign : he was therefore placed with Gerard 
Douw, as a difc*^les thM with Fxancis Mieris> 
and afterwards with Schalken. He painted 
the portrait of the Grand Duke of Tufcany; 
by whom he was rewarded with a gold medal> 
«nd valtiaUe cl»in. For &e Emperor he 
csecuted aUb portraits of Prince Eugene^ and 

the 
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the Duke of Marlborough, on horfebackt 
in confequence of which he was made knight 
of the holy Empire. He likewife painted 
Peter the Great, who was fo much pleafed 
with the performance, that he ordered it to 
be (hut up with care, after eyery fitting* 

His works are very numerous, and much 
admired : he lived to the age of eighty-two^ 
widiout any diminution of his talent as an 
artift, and died in high efteoa with thofe beft 
able to judge of his excellenee. 

About three miles £x»n Leyden, be-> 
tween the vUlages of L^derdorp and Kou« 
kerk» was bom the famous Rfimhrandt Van 
Ryn. His father was a miller, named Her* 
man Gerretfie; wbofe mill and the adjacent 
country were the principal olgefts of the 
£m'sftudy« Readmrndt having, when young, 
finiflied a pifiiuEc cf great meritt conveyed it 
hy the advice of hk idends to Amfterdam* 

where 
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where he fold it for one hundred florins. 
He took it under his arm ; but, proud of the 
fum he had received, he became too great a 
man to retum home on foot, and he rode 
back in his carriage, a waggon. But the 
wealth, obtained by his intenfe application, 
brought with it alfo its ufual attendant, ava- 
rice and a difpoiition to endure no controul. 
He once carried the extravagance of his hu- 
mour to fuch an extent ; that, when, he was 
employed in painting a large family pi£hu^, 
and while one of the family was ^^hially- 
fitting to him, upon information given by his 
iervant of the death of a favorite monkey, 
he without ceremony ordered the dead animal 
to be brought in, and inunediately iketched 
him in the pi£hire : diigufting as this muft 
have been, he could never be induced to obli* 
terate it, though frequently requefted by the 
family. He refided principally at Amfter- 
dam, where. he obtained very high prices for 
hi& works j and his comiaiflions were fo mt^ 

merousy 
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fnei'ous^ that many of his portraits were 
flighted, and left mere (ketches. The ftrong 
lights produced in his pi£lares were eSe&ed 
by being admitted through a hole or aperture 
calculated for the purpofe : and, fo fond was 
he of great mafTes of light, that a nofe in one 
of his pi£tures was abfolutely fo embodied with 
colour, as to produce all the prominence of 
nature. So eager was' he after gain, that 
his prints were fold in every flate, from the 
etched outline, to the lafl finifhing ; and the 
prices given for them fo enormous, that even 
at that time it was deemed a madnefs. The 
company he ufually afTociated with were 
thofe of the loweft order, though much pains 
were; taken to introduce him to perfons of a 
fuperior rank. 

Parsimony and inveterate narrow ha- 
bits had long difqualified him for any better 
fociety: boors were his conftant compa- 
nions^ and a red herring and cheefe his daily 

repafl: 
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Mpaft : lie is (aid to have made three hundred 
pounds a year by his difciples* Could hd 
have come forward in h^her life, what might 
not have been expefted from fuch extraordi- 
nary talents and application? He died in 
great affluence at Amfterdam^ at the age of 
fixty-eighty in the year 1674. 

Leyden boafts having given birth to a 
nivnerous lift of other painten of high emi« 
nence; among thefe that inimitable artift, 
Gerard Douw^ who was early placed as a dif« 
ciple with an engraver of fome eminence, 
holds the firft rank« The exquifite iugh- 
finiihing of tlus wonderful artift is won- 
derful ; and his neatneis, ipirited touchy snd 
minute attention to nature render him al- 
together the moft beautiful painter, in the 
lift of thofe £m!cd for elaborate execution. 
He would frequently paint fix or feven days^ 
on a hand, and what is ftill more aftomihing^ 
twice the time oa the handle of a broom. 

Yet 
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Yet with all this minutias ; nature was hia 
object ; and) the obje£t attained, in fpite of 
the vafl encomiums on the effefl of Iketches 
in the art, it muft be confefled^ that the 
higheft finifhed pidures, if touched with 
fuch ipirit^ come the neareft to the works of 
nature $ who can alone be truly reprefented 
by fevere and unremitted labour and applica* 
tion, however rare and lingular the talent of 
the artift. In fuch high reputation were the 
works of this mafter held; that Mr. Spie* 
ringer, relident of the King of Sweden, a( 
the Hagucy prefented him with one thoufand 
florins annually to have the choice of his 
works. He lived to a great age. The mi- 
nutenefs of his performance fo affected his 
fight, that he wore fpe£tacles at the age of 

thirty. His works are numerous and in» 

* 

various hands ; but his beft productions are 
in the collection of the Elector Palatine at 
Dufleldorff. 
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Francis Mieris, a difciple of Gerard 
Douw, bom here in 1 63 5, was the fon of 
a goldfmith ; and (hewed an early incllna^ 
tion to the ftudy of the arts^ by marking 
forms on paper and on the walls with more 
than common dexterity. He ftudied under 
feveral artifts of eminence ; but the fuperior 
manner of this mafter ftruck moft forcibly 
on his imagination* His eminence in the 
purfuit introduced him to the fociety of 
perfons of the fird: rank and quality > 
amcMigft whom the Grand Duke of Tufcany 
ihewed many marks of regard and efteem, 
and for one picture paid him a thoufand 
rix dollars. This excellent artift was fre- 
quently paid a ducat per hour for hi» 
^orks. His intimacy and friendfhip for 
Jan Steen> that excellent painter and bon 
vivant^ feem to have led him into much 
inconvenience* After a night^s debauch, 
quitting Jan Steen, he fell into a common 
drain; whence bdng extricated by a poor 

cobler 



( 99 ) 

cobler and his wife, and treated by them 
with much kindnefs^ he repaid the obliga* 
tion^ by prefenting them with a fmall pic- 
ture; which, upon the recommendation of 
his name, was fold for a confiderable fum» 
to a gentleman of the name of Paats. The 
manner of retaming the obligation feems 
to have afforded as ftrong a proof of the 
gratitude as of the merit of this admirable 
artift ; who in the freedom and fweetnefs of 
manner in his painting, is, I think, fuperior 
to his mafter. 



Having mentioned Jan Steen, as the 
friend of Mieris, may I be permitted, in the 
hiftory of this place, to fay fomething far- 
ther of this excellent painter, and very fin- 
gular character? He was bom in 1636, was 
:the fon of a brewer, and, by marriage, the 
.fon-in-law of John Van Goyen. He was 
.firft placed in a brewery at Delft, but not 
fucceeding there^ became an alehoufe-keeper : 

N a in 
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in this occupation he was himfelf his beft 
Cuftomer, and haWng drunk his cellar dry, 
took down his fign, and went hard to work 
at his profeflion of painting, till his cafks 
were again filled; and for a long time his 
works were only to be found in the hands 
of dealers in wine^ or other liquors. 

His productions are principally in that 
line of the art in which he moft delighted — 
Nature in diiguife$ and yet are (b exqui- 
fitely managed, that the fubje£t, however 
di/gufting, is loft in the excellence of the 
artift. He died at the age of fifty- three. A 
whimfical ftory is related of this humourift. 
Having painted a crucifixion, he introduced 
at the foot of the crofs a numerous group of 
figures, confifting of monks, old women, 
and dogs. On being afked, what he meant 
by fucb a grotefque aflemblage ? he replied, 
that when any thing curious occurred, it 
was always to be obferved, that the clergy 

and 
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and old women were moft eager in their enir 
quirie^. 

Being commiflioned to paint the gene^ 
ral deluge, he reprefented it by a large fheet 
of water, and in the middle a huge Dutch 
cheefe floating, with the arms of Leyden' 
imprelTed upon it: this, he faid, would 
prove that all the world was drowned ; ^d 
no trace of Noah or the ark was to be feen 
to prove the contrary. Thefe, in the artift*g 
phraie, were to be confidered as out of the pic« 
ture. This Angular work, I am told, was fome 
years ago publickly fpld in Amfterdam. 

John Van GoyeN| the £ither-in-law 
of this whimfical peribn, was an artift of 
eminence, and native of this place. His 
flyle is very different from thofe I have juft 
mentioned; yet the facility of his pencil, 
spid his pi£hirefque choice of fubjedt, muft 

ever 
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ever render him admirable in the eye of the 
judicious obferver in the fine arts. His 
works are numerous, and well merit a 
place in the cabinet of the amateur. He 
was bom here in 15969 and died at the 
Hdguein 1656^ 

I SHALL clofe this letter with mention- 
ing the name of Otho Van Venius^ whom I 
cannot omit, as the mafter of the celebrated 
Rubens* He was born here, of a good fa- 
mily, in 1556. He paffed moft of his early 
time in Italy, where the fchool of Frederic 
Zuchcro became his particular ftudy. Re- 
turning thence^ he received many marks of 
efteem from the Emperor of Germany at 
Vienna, and the Eleftors of Bavaria and 
Cologne. Partiality for his native coun- 
try brought him nearer home i and he 
piade Antwerp^ which he has enriched 
with many ipecimens of his art, his fa*t 

vouritQ 
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Vourite refidence. He was well read in 
poetry and hiftory, as well as excellent in 
painting. Being under fuch aufpices^ we 
have lefs reafon to wonder at the extraor-* 
dinary accomplifhments of his pupil Ru4 
bens^ in the fine arts. 

Op private colle£tions^ there are here 
but few. The late Baron Van Leyden^s 
moft extenfive cabinet of prints, which are 
of the beft impreffionsj and confidered as 
the firft and moft valuable in Holland^ 
together with his colle£tion of well chofeil 
pi£luresy ftill remain entire, and are in 
the poiTeflion of a near relation. 

Mr. Van Buren has likewife fcnne fine 
cabinet pi£tures» the remains of a moft fu^ 
perb colle£iion, formed by the late Mr. Van 
Snakenburgs among which is a charming 
pi£ture of landfcape and cattle, by Paul 
Potter, highly de&rving attention. Mr« 

Dibbers 
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DibbePs cabinet of drawings, coins, and me* 
dais, you muft not omit vifiting. Among 
other cariofities^ you will notice three du- 
catoons, with the impreifion of William, 
the firft Prince of Orange, as Count of Hol- 
land. They are faid to be the only cafts 
exifting in that ftate, and to have been 
found in his pocket at the time of his aflaf- 
fination at Delft : if this be fo, it proves his 
intention of making himfelf Count of that 
Province. 



Amongst the living artifts of exceU 
lence, I (hall fubjdn the following: 

Mao. Ruppe, a good painter of con- 
verfation, in the ftyle of Oftade, and whofe 
drawings and etchings are juftly admired by 
every lover of the arts : Mn Thicr, a good 
painter, in the ftyle of Paul Potter? and 
Mefirs. Janfons, excellent in converiations 

and cattle-pieces. 

In 
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In having faid fo much, I hope you will 
hot think me tedious. When the fubjedl is 
pleafurable, we are apt to dwell upon it. 

Adieu ! 



Yot, I. O LET- 
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LETTER IX^ 



HAERLEM. 

DEAR SIR, 

\JVK partiality for water convey- 
ance induces us to embrace every opportu- 
nity of travelling by that mode, while the 
weather continues favourable; and, though 
we find an eternal famenefs in the profpeft, 
yet fomething is perpetually occurring to 
keep the imagination employed. About two 
miles from Haerlem the annexed (ketch 
was made, to which fpot the road and canal 
run parallel, and increafe in verdure and 
woody fcenery. The villas and gardens that 
adorn the banks of the river, rife with ad- 
ditional tafte and expence as we approach 
Amfterdam, whofe wealthy merchants are 

the principal owners. 

We 



s 
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We fixed our refidence oppofite the great 
church, where the iynod of preachers was 
held ; who were fo numerous, that they oc- 
cupied every room in the houfe, and render- 
ed our accommodation very uncomfortable* 
This fynod, which is compofed of a deputa« 
tion of elders and priefh from each church, 
is annually held in fome town of both South 
and North Holland, 



Ha£rl£m is fituated about four miles 
from the ocean, twelve from Leyden and 
about the fame diftance from Amfterdam, 
has many i|)acious ftreets and canals, and is 
iaid to contain about thirty thoufand per- 
ions. Its fortifications are no longer of 
confequence. Here is a confiderable manu- 
faflure of filks and camblets, but the prin- 
cipal trade is bleaching thread and cam- 
bricks. Some fine Scots and Irifh linens 
are likewife fent here for that purpofe, the 
quality of the water of Haerlem-Meer, 

O 2 which 
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which is about four miles diftant, being 
deemed fuperior to that of any other water 
for bleaclung. 

The Cathedral b (aid to be the largeft 
in the provinces. It was built in 1472 : the 
fleeple is beautiful, and added in 1515* 

The church is rendered famous by its 
organ, which was built by Chriftian MuUer 
of this city in 1738 : it confifts of eight 
thoufand pipes, fome of which are thirty- 
eight feet in length, and fixteen inches in 
diameter, and has fixty-four ftops : the mod 
extraordinary is the vox humana ; which is 
fo clofdy imitative, that even a nice ear might 
be deceived. The harmony and fweetneis of 
this inflrument are inexpreflible; and we 
had only to regret the want of ear and finger 
in the player. 

When Handel fat down to this organ, 

many 
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many years ago, the then organift was fo 
amazed, that he took him either for an An^ 
gel or Devil in human fhape. One day in 
the week (I think it is on a Wednefday) a 
voluntary of an hour is played, which may 
be heard gratis : at other times a ducat is the 
price. 

Under this inftrument is a handibme 
piece of marble fculpture by Xavery, repre- 
fenting Gratitude, afCfted by Poetry and 
Mufic, offering to Piety. The iervice on a 
Sunday begins at nine, when the doors are 
inftantly fhut, and not opened again till ele- 
ven ; in which time you will have a fufficient 
fpedmen of the Dutch drum ecclefiaftic. In 
the wall, at the eaft end of the church, is 
ihewn a cannon ball ; faid to have been fired 
into it by the Spaniards, in the fixteenth 
century, during the time of divine fervice. 

Haerlem claims the invention of the 

art 
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art of printing. It is attributed to Lawrence 
Kofter, an Alderman of this city in 1440 ; 
whoie houfe is yet {landing in the Market- 
place, oppofite the church. In the front of 
the houfe is his portrait, in a fmall fculptured 
figure. Amufing himfelf one day in the 
neighbouring wood, with cutting the bark of 
trees into the letters that formed the initials of 
his name, he is f^d to have laid diem on paper 
and, falling afleep, when he awoke obferved j 
that from the dew thdr form was imprefled 
on the paper : this accident induced him to 
make farther experiment : he next cut his 
letters in wood, and dipping them in a glu<p 
tinous liquid, imprefled them on paper, 
which he found an improvement j and foon 
after, fubftituting leaden and pewter letters, 
erected a prefs in his houfe : thus laying the 
foundation of this noble art which has 
thence gradually arifen to its prefent excels 
lence. 



Thb 
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The art, it U faid, was ftokn from him 
by his fervant, John Fauftus, who conveyed 
it to Mentz, and from the novelty of the 
difcovery foon acquired the title of do6):or 
and conjuror. 

Tub original fpecimeas arenowfliewn 
at the library in the Town-hall • The firfl: 
is on a leaf of paixhment ; and the fecond 
and third on paper, printed only on one fide, 
and the corners left blank for capitals : at 
the top are wooden cuts, reprefenting the 
creation, and, as it is called, Lucifer's falL 
I would have enclofed a fac fimile of the type 
and prints, but that their originality has been 
a fubjcfl of much controverfy among the 
learned, and is yet undecided. 

The environs of this city are exceedingly 
pleafant, particularly the adjacent wood; 
which has a noble walk, near three miles in 
length 9 rich in fcenery and lofty thickets of 

fha- 
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ih^owy elms. In any other country this 
wood might claim pre-eminence, how much 
more fb in this, where it ftands unrivalled 
and almoft alone I 



In this pleaiing fituation Mr. Hope has 
cre£led a maniion, at a vaft expence (not lefs, 
it is faidy than fifty thoufand pounds fter<^ 
ling) and worthy its liberal ownen The en- 
doled iketch, which I made on the (pot, will 
give you a faint idea of its beauties. With- 
in, is a cabinet of pidhires, fele6led with 
much tafte and expence, and which may be 
viewed upon an application to Mr. Hope at 
his refidence in Amfterdam; his extenfive 
and important concerns ieldom allowing him 
to enjoy this elegant retreat more than 
two days in the week. This manfion is 
frequently honored with a vifit by the 
Prince of Orange ; who feels himfelf much 
indebted to the exertions of its owner, during 
the critical oppofition made to his government 

in 
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in the y*ar 178S : at which time, after <fe- 
daring publickly his intention to efpoufe the 
caufe of the Prince, fuch was his dangerous 
fituation, that it was not thought prudent 
that he fhotild walk the Exchange without 
the prote6lion of the military. He was the 
&t{k perfon who appeared there in din orange- 
coloured cockade. 



Mk* Hope has taken of the city of 
Habriem^ a leafe of about forty acres of land 
contiguous to his houfe, for one hundred 
years, at the rent of fifteen hundred florins^ 
which is about one hundred and fifty pounds 
fterling, per annum. I could not but regret 
its being left in fo uncultivated a ftate» as to 
leave die ftranger in doubt whether it could 
be any other than common land. 

HABRI.EM is famous for its curious pro* 
of flowtrs, particularly the tulip 1 
Vol. L P which 
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which is in its zenith of beauty about thr 
month of May. 



^' When mom awakes the tulip from her bed, 
^ Ere noon in painted pride £he decks her head : 
^* Rob*d in each dye £he triumphs on the green, 
^ And every flow*r does homage to their Queen. 



»r 



The inordinate paffion of the Dutch in> 
this purfuit) you are not unacquinted with - 
and to fuch a degree of profufenefs has this 
tafte led theniy that the ftates have thought 
it neceflary to interfere, and by fumptuary law 
limit the prices of flowers and roots : a thou- 
fand ducats having, it is faid, been given for a 
tulip* 

Haerlem has produced many excellent 
painters y among whom that truly elegant 
artift, Philip Wouvermans, ranks firft. He 
was bom in 1620, and placed early under 
the tuition of John Wynants, a native of 
this city. To point out the particular beaii- 

ties 



ties of Wouvcrmans is to you almofl: need- 
hfs ; yet fuch is my love for the works of 
this mafter, that to be filent were a crime. 
His refined tafte in the choice of fubjefts, 
which are frequently enriched with fountains 
and magnificent edifices, the drawing and 
grouping of his horfes, graceful attitudes of 
his human figures, together with the tafle in 
his draperies, place him at once fo high in 
the line of the arts, as in my judgment, to 
leave him without a rival. Yet with all this 
excellence and elegance of mind, he encoun- 
tered great difficulties in the early part 
of his life, from the narrownefs of his 
circumflances. Happily, however, in his 
his riper years, he was relieved from his in- 
digence, and dependance on piflure-dealers, 
by the charity of a prieft, a brother Catholic, 
for he was himfelf of the communion of the 
Church of Rome. His friend advanced him 
iix hundred guilders : and this capital, fmall 
^ it was, was fufficient to extricate him from 

P 2 his 
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his emharaffy^tnU vnd place him in a (late of 
independence^ that enabled him duly to ap« 
pre^iate hi$ own merits. He nQw increafed 
his price to dpujble the fum he had ufually 
l^efore been paid and became foon after pof- 
fefied of fi)fiicii^it wealth to give his daggh* 
ter, as a portion in marri^gei twenty thoufand 
guilders. In return for his confefTor's libe- 
rality, he painted his portrait in fmalli kneel* 
ing before his horCe, in the character of St« 
Ili^bertj and prefented it to him, accom* 
panied with the fum fo gracioufly lent. 
This pifture ihould be noticed by every con- 
noifleur who paflfes through this city : the 
drawing and colouring are in his beft ftyle^ 
and the pi£hire is exquifitely finiihed : it may 
be termed a chef d'ceuvre, in which grati* 
tqde h9S eiFei5led all, that the jealoufy of mo« 
dem Actuaries, confcious of their fuperiority» 
afcribes to piety in the fculptures of the Gre^ 
pian artifts : the picture may be found in a 
chapel ne^r the houfei where Wouvermans 

refided. 
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refided, fituated in the Bakeneflbgragt, not fau: 
from the great church. Of the faou(e tht an>» 
n^xcd Sketch is a faithful repreiibntation,* 

This ieems to be a fpot favoured by 
Oenius ; for, it is Ibmewhat fingular that the 
faouie has been occupied by artifts of emir 
nimce ever fmce his time. Decker, a land- 
fcape painter of high efteem, was its firil: 
tenant, after Wouvermans^ and Mr. Meyer» 
a painter of much excellence, now in Lon- 
dQp, was its lafl:. 



The biographers of our artift mentioii^ 
that a fhort time before his death (which 
happened in his forty-reighth year) he burnt 
a box filled with his drawings. At Haerlem, 

* The neft at tbtf ^himnej top ^31 ferve to (hew die c^e 
which the Hollander takes of the ftork, by providing a 
frame for the reception of i^ neft ; but I iball giv( jrou a 
further dcfcription of this bird in a future letter. 



it 
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it IS faid» a box was burned ; but that it con« 
tained the drawings of Bamboccio, and not his 
own. John Wynants, whom I have juft 
mentioned as the mafter of Wouvermans, 
deferves farther notice : he was bom here in 
1600 ; and his excellence, as a landfcape 
painter, ranks him defervediy high in the 
efteem of the connoifleur. His happy felec- 
tion of fcenery, freedom of pencil, and pe- 
culiarly rich diverfity of fore ground, render 
his landfcapes univerfally pleafing. His 
fmall piflures are ufually his beft produc- 
tions, and were of his latter time. His early 
performances were of a larger fize; and are 
diftinguifhed by a looTe iketchy manner, 
and a difagrceable red tint in the ikies. 
His works receive great additional value 
from the infertion of the figures by Oftade, 
Wouvermans, Lingleback, &c. 

Of Nicholas Berghem, a native of this 
place, too much cannot be faid in com- 
mendation : 



HENRY CORNBUUS VROOM. 
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mendation : he was bom in 1624, and ac- 
quired the rudiments of the art from his 
father, a painter of no great eminence. His 
family name was Van Haerlem, but, from a 
whimfical circumflance told of him, was 
changed to Berghem.^ — While he was a dif- 
ciple of John Van Goyen, with whom he 
was a great favourite, his father was one 
day purfuing him in the ftreet, clofe at his 
heels, to give him corre6tion for fome mif- 
demeanor. His mafter feeing it, fo far in- 
terpofed in his behalf, as to call out to his 
other fcholars. Berg-hem 1 which fignifies 
hide him: and from hence he is faid to 
have obtained the name. After he left Van 
Goyen, he fludied under feveral other maf- 
ters; and had the misfortune to make a 
matrimonial connexion with the daughter 
of one of them> whofe name was Willis. 
She was an avaricious termagantt and led 
our artift a mofl wearifome life; keeping 
him at home to his eafel, without intermif- 

fioxi 
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Son from morn till liight, and, after all, 
never leaving him a fous in his pocket. 
Anndft fhele domeftic misfortunes^ which 
above all others in general prevent the mind 
from alTerting its powers, he preferved his 
^ifual ferenity, and whirled and fung in 
defiance of care and labour. But thefe ef* 
fiifions of good humour and content be^ 
«ame the fources of ftill farther difquietudey 
far no fooner did he ceafe his fong^ than 
flieb^;an t6 raife her note^ and he found, 
other from jtaious enquiry, or from tart 
fSj^oach, thdt he was fufpefted of being 
napping or idling, and negledling his bufi* 
itefs. In this unhappy ftate were thofe 
glorious efFufions of this artift's pencil pro« 
dhicedr^WM-ks, in whkh we find all the ex^ 
oelkncies of painting, beautiful compofi«« 
tiotl^ grandeur of fcenery, fmartkieft of peii-^ 
dlling,^ and* clearnefs of colouring. In Mi 
figures we frequently view with regret more 
#^ 1^ Fietniih than the GxeciBii form. I£s 

facility 
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facility in painting, according to Van Huy- 
fum, his difciple, was wonderful; he ob- 
ferves, that he feemed to play with his pen- 
cil, and that he hjid feen him begin and 
finiih his pifture with a fong. The high 
prices his works now univerfally produce, 
will beft determine his excellence in the 
art. He died at Haerlem, aged 59. 

Jacob Rutsoael was bom here in 
1636, and is faid, by Houbraken, to have 
been bred to phyfic and furgery ; but, from 
his great excellence in the art of painting 
at the early age of fixtcen*, I conjefture, 
that he pafTed more time at the ealcl tlian 
in the fchool of Galen. 



His great intimacy with Berghem in 



* I CAN fpeak with certainty of his excellence at that 
period; having had in my pofiefEon a charming landfcape, 
painted by him, with the figures by Philip Wouvermans^ 
and dated i652. 

Vol. I. Q^ aU 
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all probability cQiitribuCed to his expdicqet i* 
the art, yet, from the peculiar touoh dI pcaf^ 
cil iqi Ruy£iael| I fee no realbn to preftme 
that Bergfaem ever worked on his pi£hir9S> 
or fiffifted hini £uther than as gi^g a hint, 
or as a f rimdiy monitor^ 

RuvsDAi;. {pans to have ftudied Na««. 
ture even in her deepeft recefles, to have 
marked and diibrimiaattd the ddieate dif- 
tinftion i(i the various forages and k^fipgs 
of her trees» ^nd to have givei^ the kappieft 
Cf&ft of light and fhadow ; as if to flievr 
her in the moft advantageous point of view« 
Of his own figures much cannot be fdid i 
but in his greater works the figures were 
generally added by fome matters of emi- 
nence in diat department of the ^rt^ which 
^ves additbnal value to his works. His 
piAures are not more known than admired; 
9q4 ai^ t« be fbun4 in ev^ cabitie^ wb^ 
^ fine atts have obtsuned a {4ace. He 

diol 
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4ittt borv M h dlarly i periody is the age 
of forty-five j leatki§-dK iAaiginatiiMH wkli 
n^rsfi^ to Ittggeft to? i^lf tolKM mi^ lurvo 
keiiv jteCOMpliflaMd, Iml Itt \i94d tcr a gMRv 

age* 

i f*Ai I flRdl enpak my&U to cenfoM 
for awe meudomiag irvenl otker ifrtx^ 
ivbofir iMMietf are ocrtaftU^ ^tt indtfed* fi> 

a place in this memoiial; k»^ hiM»«Kr«» it 
might gratify myfelf, I muft decline it, as 
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^ifSf iff whkbf win W IboMd foAfiar cali^ 
Mt pia>ui«tf «f thtf ibft dbfv «y ^ 
notice of every travellers thofe 6f Ki^, 
CopSy Mr. Hoofdman, and Mr. Heemf^* 
'VbAy and alfo that formed by the late 
Mn T^ler Vander Hulft« for the accom- 
modation of young artifts and connoUTeurs 
in general. 

Qj» It 
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It is ftrange^ and not to be accounted 
for upon any common principles (for we 
are not informed that he was either by 
nature or education any way allied to the 
arts), that the purchaler of this colle£tion^ 
who died about fix years ago^ was reputed 
to have been one of the greatefl: mifers in 
Holland) and to have^ by his avarice and 
induftry, amafied the immenfe fum of half 
a million flerling. 

Of living artifts of eminence^ Mr. Hen* 
dricks, a painter of portraits and flowers; 
Mr. Van Liender, of buildings, in the .flyle 
of Vander Heydeni and Mr. Overbeck^ in 
landfcape^ will cl^m your particular at- 
tention* 



Adieu! 
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LETTER X. 



AUSiTERDAlt 



J)EAR SIR, 



W E left Haerlem oa Sunday^ wth 
every additional pleafure that a fine morning 
land pi^hire(que icenieiy oould afibrd* The 
canal is fpacious^ and runs nearly in a 
ftraight line for the firft three or four miles; 
and, though ftraight lines cannot be deemed 
beautiful in landfcape^ yet here the tout en- 
femble has a charnung efFe£fc. The city re* 
maining in full view for aconfiderablediftmce^ 
and beautifully diminiftiing in flow gradar 
tion, formed fo pleafing a fubjeft; that 
from this fpot I was induced to make the 
iketch of *^ Haerlem: from the Amfteidam 
troad/' as enclofed in my lafti 
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At Haerlem-Meer, about nudway to 
Amfterdam, we changed boats, and crofled 
tlie fluices, which are enonnoufly laige. 
Here b a ipadous manfion, called the Ca£- 
lie Zwannbusg, occupied by die directors 
of die dykes and water-works of Rhindand. 
It b in the fineft fituation imaginable : be* 
Mnd k fiea Hatr l e i M ttr, tni io the front 
Hhf nvcr ¥» i» c^«d Ima il» fonto: it is 
as arav 0^ the Zvydtt Zee. 11» hig)fe HMd 
fUM bdwcan the two waters s aid joviaunf 
ImigtoS its hctuAn, vihta I €ill }roa fhad it 
«wivkio]i« alaktol 9C»di|^<MM ejrtenc «n on* 
fide^ and en the other * mer <^ the fisft 
ecfiib^wiae iaHo&UMl i ^ water «£ whieUt 
it i» irordqr ofi iWMiky^GMralt]! rtlb (ta^iq^ 
yiaw iic»> lour or fimtet UglMr thtfnthe 
•ooatKyacoaidito 

Tai4 lanoufr ei^«i aftd^ tB kh ttrowdb 
mart of the wmldv is< ikaalfedi on die ik> 
vers Amftel and Y} from the firft of 

which 
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which It dciiws its name. It it lunc milw 
in circa]n£Brellce^ enciofed with a very dc^ 
foflS about eighty feet ^nde^ and a rampatt, 
fticcd with bricky defended with twinty^fix 
baftions ; and it is remarkable, that it has as 
many windmills* It has eight handibme 
gates of ftone. The city is built in a ibni- 
circular formi and from its marfhy fituatibn 
is ruled on piles s an undertaking that hardly 
any other than Dutch induftry and perfe* 

verance could have accompUihed* 

« 

Carriages with wheels, except for the 
life of the nolMlity and gentry, wcie not firf« 
lend hire hr many years ziUr its eftabHflwt 
ment. A fley, as the Dutch tmm k (the 
French a trauneau or poc de chambie) is mm 
much in ufe : it is thebocfy of a coach, wi^ 
«ut wheels, drawn on a fledge with cme horfe, 
and goes at the rate of three miles an hour. 
The driver walks clofe to the door, holdrnf^a 
rope, as arein to guide the horfe, and a pipe, 
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» be lajj, to purify the air. The follaWin{(' 
Iketch will explain the nature of this car- 
riage, a mode of conveyance better fuited 
to the gravitjr of the Hollander than the 



Jons of the whip in our country. The. 
vehicle will hold four perlbns, but not 
very conunodiouHy. The fare is reaibn- 
able, being only dght (livers to any part of 
dK city till ten at night, twelve ftivers till 
midnight, and fixteen from thence till -day 
break : if kept in waiting, the price is dght 
itivers per hour. 

Tat 
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The beft ftreets are Keyfers or Eifiperors 
Graft, Heere or Lords Graft, and Princes 
Graft : they are chiefly inhabited by bankers 
and principal merchants. Mofl: of the ftreets 

are exceedingly narrow j fome of great traffic 

< 

not more than fixteen or feventeen feet wide. 
The fquares hardly deferve the name. An 
infinite number of ftone bridges are thrown 
acrofs the canals, which interfecl the town at 
right angles. They are in general deep ; but 
the ftench arifing from them, in fummer is 
infufFerably ofFenfive : and hence that immo- 
derate ufe of tobacco with which they eter- 
nally fumigate themfelves, in the hope of pu- 
rifying the air and correfting the noxious 
quality of their damps. From thefe caufes 
and the fogs to which a iituation in the midft 
of a morafs, muft neceflarily be fubjefl:, a 
Dutchman's taciturnity forbids his com- 
plying ; fo that all his waking hours are fi- 
lently employed in cafting forth the filthy 
puff of this weed to iecure himfelf againft 
Vol. I. R the 



the moce blading ftench of the canal : thus 
in philolbphy, one poifon is employed as the 
antidote to another. I mean to apply this re- 
mark only to the lower order of the people. 

Of the bridges, that crols the Amftel, the 
handfomeft is built of brick : .it has thirteen 
arches, and commands a fine view of the 
city as well as of the river, which is wide and 
handfome towards Utrecht.^ 

The Admiralty, dock, ftores, and maga-» 
zines for various purpofes, are well deferving 
your attention. The great clufter or foreft 
of (hipping to be feen from the quay^ which 
is a full mile in length, makes a magnificent 
appearance. The houfes are very inferior to 
the Bombpies at Rotterdam. 

Since the year 1600 the commerce .of 



* See the view at the beginning of this letter. 
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this city has encreaftd^ with a rapidity* afinort 
beyond belief; it was about this time that 
their firft^ ffeet failed for the Eaflr Indies, an* 
many other parts of the world, to which be- 
fore they had* been {hungers. 

This city is' fidd* tb contain near ArecP 
hundkd tfioufand perfons, and was the 1^^ 
town of this province diat embraced Calvi- 
nifm; In 1204 a* imall caftle only, called' 
Amftel; ftbod on tins f^ot, afterwards it be- 
came a fi:(hing village; atid by indufby and' 
contingent circumftances, (among which the 

(hutting up the navigation of the Scheld is 
not the leaft)'it ruined'the trade of Antwerp, 
and' gradually became the great mart that it 
now is. 

At night we were entbrtained' with a 
Dhtcfr play, which for aught f know was 
well enough : the houfe is very plain, and 
but ill lighted. I felt myfelf unfortunate in 

R 2 not 
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not arriving here one night fooner> to have, 
enjoyed the fight of the Dutch Hamlet, a 
chara6ter which was performed laft Saturday ; 
andy according to the country report, is better 
filled and much fuperior to ours. Judge 
what improvement the elegant and fublime 
paiTages of our immortal bard can derive 
from the guttural rumbling of the Dutch 
language ! By what means they contrivq 
to excel us in the reprefentation of thefe 
interefting and natural fcenes, I do not pre- 
tend to conjefture j but an admirer of the 
mode, in which the Englifh drama is con- 
dudtedy will not be eafily made to believe 
that it can be efFe£ted, by thofe mechanical 
aids, under which, they tell us here, the im- 
paflioned fcene between Hamlet and his 
mother is exhibited $ when the hero flarts at 
the imagined appearance of his father, his 
wig, by means of a concealed fpring, jumps 
from ** the feat of his diftrafted brain," and 
leaves poor Hamlet as bare as a Dutch willow. 

in 
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in winter. I do not vouc^ for the truth of 
this ftory, but, cert^ it is, the chara6l:er of 
the Ghoft is entirely omitted in the reprefen- 
tation : he i^s either above or below their no- 
tice. It reminds me of a fimilar licence 
taken in one of our country theatres in which 
it muft be admitted, that we fairly beat them. 
The hero of the night being indifpofed, when 
Hamlet was to Jbe performed, an apology was 
made, accompanied with a requeft that the 
audience would permit the play to go on 
without the chara6ter. 

In our return we vifited one of the Mu- 
fico's or licenfed Brothels. Our ftay was 
but (hort, the uglinefs and impudence of the 
women foon caufing us to make a precipitate 
retreat. The number of thole houfes is in<- 
credible. A chandelier is lighted up in the 
middle of the room^ at the farther end of 
which are placed a fleepy fidler and harper, 
who play, if necefTary, till morning: you 

pay 
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pnf a* florin at* entrance, and fee all that \s 
neceflary tKrough immenfe clouds of tobacco 
finosdi:. No indbcency is pennittbd ; and I 
am* ttold it is not uncommon- to meet a (bber 
(ddzen and His" wife (particulkrly at the time 
6f the annual fair) introducing a virtlious 
young woman^ their daughter, merely to 
fhew the horrid' tendency of immorality j 
fmagihing with the poet, that 



<< Vk& is^a^mofillerof: fo fKgHtftil mien 
^ As to be bated, needs but to be feeiu 
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This may be Dutch policy^, but the ex* 
periment is furely dangerous ; as the follow* 
ing couplet of the fame elqgant author more 
fully illuftrates : 

^ Yet feen too oft, fiuniliar with her fiice^. 
^ We firft efidiire9 then pity, then embiace.*^ 

Ir isr true tHaf-tfie Spartsair publicly ex- 
Kibited^ thdr ilavesr wheir drunk, to expofe the 

dc- 
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deformity of dninkennefs and deter tlvsir 
youth from thepraftice of k. With a.}oath^ 
fome olgedt before their eyes, the dignity .of 
our nature humiliated and nothing to iaMite, 
no paOTion could be inflamed: but the .cafe 
of intoxication and the ipecies of HcentioiU^ 
nefs befoce alluded to is widely different. 

The fituation of theie wretched ietoales 
IS lamentable beyond defcription : inunurod 
within the walls foriife^^and only permitted 
to breathe a purer air one day in the jjrear^ 
they are then attended by their tyrant keqpet. 
who nciver fuffers .them out .of his -fight. 
ButXomewhat'toomuch.of this* We.retired 
to our hotel. 

Th'E Raip-houfe *or Bridewell is worthy 
notice: here .the x^retched culprit is chained 
to «a block, and employed in .cuttii^ and 
ra^ng £ra:ul wood. In pafling we i^w a 
miierable.cceatur^ who aikcd charilgr^QHgb 

abarri-r 
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a barricadoed cellar ^ndow ;' he' had before 
been imprifohed in the houfe and was now 
fentenced to fix weeks additional confinement 
in this cellar for ftealing fome of the wood, 
piled in the yard to make his fire, where he 
was inceffantly to pump or drown, as the 
water was generally up to his (houlders. 
Dreadful as this punifhment appears, (and to 
intimidate and deter is one of the firft ends 
of puniflinient) it is even more juft than for 
fo flight. offences and by which the peade of 
fbcicty is fo little difturbed, to fttbjeft to the 
pain of Death J a laW in theory at'leaft. 
However tempered with humanity in pra6tice, 
difgraceful to* the criminal code of our own 
country. The entrance to this* building is 
worthy notice : it is adorned with fculptured 
figures well executed by Keyzcr of Amfter- 

. ■ • • • 

dam ; and is faid to be the befl piece of work^ 

manfhip of the kind in. this city. We looked 

« 

Into the hew church, which is a large hand« 
l(»ne building ; the o^aii Is inferior only to 

that 
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that ^t Haerkm: the foundkig board and 
pulpit are moft laborioufly decorated with 
carving in the Gothic (^yle^ but defigned with 
little tafte. To this redundancy of ornament 
might be added much more; as I am informed 
there are many bafkets-fuU yet inapplied. 
The fcreen which divides the chancel is of 
Corinthian brafs, and is really handfome. 
The monument of the famous De Ruyter is 
in this church: it is a cumbent figure in 
marble, of indifferent workmanfhip. A 
fmall monument is likewife erected to the me- 
mory of the famous poet Vondel, called the 
Dutch Shak(peare. 

The Work-houfe contains near twelve 
thoufand perfons, who are admitted of all 
nations; the neatnefs and good manage 
meat of this place is beyond defcription. 
In one of the apartments is a large pi£ture, 
very finely painted, by Rembrandt, con- 
taining portraits of the firft promoters of 
Vol. I S this 
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this charity; and another equally fine, of 
the fame fize and fubje£t» intended as a 
companion, 1^ Van Dyck. Part of this 
building is devoted to the reception of poor 
females; not thoie who have only deviated 
from the nicer rules of virtue, and whofe 
ftars, perhaps, " were more in fault than 
« they>* but thofe, who loft to all fenfe 
c^ (hame, had abandoned themfelves to a» 
open ftate of proftitution^ 

In the Surgeons-hatl is a fine pi6lure 
by Rembrandt; the fubjedt, a difieftiont 
It contains portraits of the profeflbrs and 
principal members of the college, large as 
life, in half length ; and is executed in his 
beft manner. The efFe£t of it is aftonifh* 
ing; and yet, judicious and indeed indi^ 
penfible as it was to make fuch a fubjeft 
the ornament of fuch a place, we cannot 
but regret that fo noble a fpecimen of art 
cannot be dwelt upon without difguft hf 

any 



( 139 ) 

any other than a medical eye. There are 
feveral other pi£hires of merit in the fame 
apartment^ particularly fome by Cornelius 
Trooft. 

The exchange is an oblong of two hun* 
dred feet by one hundred and twenty-four^ 
and will contain from fix to feven thoufand 
people. It is built on two thoufand piles, 
and has galleries all rounds fupported by 
forty-five pillars of the Doric and Ionic or- 
<iers. From a window above we faw it full. 
The appearance of fo many perfons^ with 
each an orange cockade in his hat, had ra- 
ther a whimfical efFe£^. There is no other 
theatre on the globe^ in which fuch an he« 
terogeneous mixture of nations could be pre- 
fented, each tugging at the property of his 
neighbour, while 

^ With equal hafte to feyeral ways they run, 
^^ Some to undo^ and fome to be undone." 

S 2 Yet 
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Ysr to (hewt tbafe avidity of wealth b 
not always tbe pr^donunant paffion of a 
Datchraany I am informed that about a 
twelvemonth ago, on the Prince and Piin«» 
ce(s of Orange appearing at a window with- 
in the Eicchange^ fuch Was the real or fup- 
pofed amor patriae^ that the merchants, ex* 
cept a few EngU(h and Jews, inftantly 
^kted the place smd their purfoits, and left 
the Prince and Princefs in quiet pofTeflioil. 

We are now preparing for the Freneh 
Play or College^ where we have tickets 
from a fubicriber, without which you can« 
not be admitted; but as a ftranger you 
will find no difficulty in bmng 
dated. 



*M«llMllvi» 



Adiral 
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LETTER XL 



AUSTES^DAM. 



DEAR SIR, 



A.FTER having determined Uft 
night on going to the French play, we 
ordered A tramead (which I defcnbed in 
a former letter) to convey os thither. The 
novelty of the vdiicle excited in us fbme 
kughtefi and at the phiy We were weU 
entertained. The petite piece was Midas t 
which, though well performed, is in p6int 
of poetical compofi^n^ much inferior to 
ours. The pit or parterre is very common 
^BoQSi having comfortable feats with eon^ 
Venient low backs > and, thefe being, as we 
have abready obfcnrcd at Rotterdam, tcgu* 
larly numbetedi all crowding and diffiitiA 
h&iook vi prevented. This dieatfie is van^ 

der 
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der the controul of the fubfcribers; who, 
after defraying the expence of the houfe and 
the players falaries, which, in comparifbn 
with ours, are very trifling, apply the re- 
fidue to charitable purpofes. No inhabi-i 
tant of the city, who is not a fubfcriber, <:an 
be admitted ; tickets being transferable only 
to ftrangers* 

This morning after breakfaft we viewed 
that ftupendous building, the Stadt-houfe. 
It is built from a defign of Jacob Van 
Campen, a famous Dutch archite£L The 
firft ftone was laid Oftober the 28th, 1648, 
and it was finiflied in 1655. Its firft foun* 
dation is on piles, which are faid to confift 
of fourteen thoufand; and coft one hun«- 
dred thoufand pounds fterllng. The build* 
jng is of a fquare form^ two hundred and 
dghty-two feet in front, two himdred and 
fifty-five in depth, and one hundred and 
fixteen in height. It has ieven finali por* 

ticos. 
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ticosy reprefenting the feven provmce9» 
Wanting a grand entrance, its general 
efie6t is much diminifhed ; and its fa9ade 
is equally hurt by the contiguity of the 
Weigh-houfe. In the front are three enor- 
mous bronze figures, reprefenting Juftice, 
Strength, and Wealth. On the top of the 
pediment is the ftatue of Atlas, bearing a 
globe on his (houlders. Within the pedi« 
merit is a handibme hiftoric baffo relievo in 
marble. The apartments within are fpa« 
ciows^ elegant, and expenlive ; having a vaft 
profufion of marble pillars, inlaid floors, 
cornices, richly carved, feftoons of flowers, 
and has reliefs finely executed in different 
coloured Italian marble. The various parts 
of this building are well adapted to the fe- 
veral obje£ls of its intention. It has with- 
in itfelf all chambers and offices calculated 
for the difpofal of every branch of bufinefs 
relative to the State ; fuch as the Treafury, 
{Senates and alfo the Courts of Juftice in 

which 
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which d^e magiftrates fit every day Ircxn 
ten till one» At the top of t^e building 
are ieveral dftemst milk €on¥eyan€es for 
water to every apartment, in cafe of fire. 
Beneath this ilnifture, within a vaulted 
labyrinth, is the famous Bank; which is 
never opened but in the prefence of a bur« 
go-mafter. The immenfe wealth of this 
bank has been rated at upwards of thirty 
millions fterling, in cafh, bullion, and jew- 
ds* It is a fingular circumftance, that 
the old Stadt^houfe, with many of its ar* 
chives and regifters^ was deftroyed by fire 
>n 1655, the year in which this edifice was 
completed. 

The coup d*oeuil from the top of the 
building is very extenfive : a full view of 
the city, diftant rivers^ and Plages, with 
a beautiful profpedt of ^e fea, amply repay 
the trouble of afcending to fuch a height. 
Here is an exceUent fet of chimes, confiding 

or 
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of about forty bells, tbat pby eirery quarter 
<if an hour. 

Within are fome good pidures^ by 
Vttdeibelft, an artift of extraoidinary m^ 
lit, and in many refpefts equal, if not fu* 
perior, to Van Dyck : they are principally 
portrmts, or fubjefts in which little more 
is neoefiary than ezceUenoe in that line. 
Ottoei which contttns feme capital pxtraits, 
i^refents a league of amity or fciendly in* 
tncourfe between the States and Spain ^ in 
wluch the amb^ador of the latter comes 
forward to (hake hands with a burgo-ma£- 
ter : another is upon the fubjeA of iniUtary 
exploits; hoik much in the ftyle of Van 
I^ck. In the fame* apartiiie»t is a charm* 
4ng pi£iure 1^ Rembrandt 

Br Philip Van Dytki a native of this 

^ty, 'heie <is a large woric, ¥«y juftly ad* 

nired. it was painted about the middle 

Vm. I. T of 
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of the laft century » and confifts of pdr*^ 
traits of all the principal perfdns of the 
town, moft admirably grouped : in the back 
ground is a portrait of an old man, the 
head of which is in an excellent ftyle, and 
nearly animated. A very great fum has 
been offered fc^: this chef d*oeuvre. 



In the burgo-mafters apartment is a 
charming picture, by John Lievens, repr&- 
fenting Fabius Maximus getting oflf his 
horfe to receive his fon on being created 
a burgo^mafter. In the adjoining room 
are two very good hiftorical pictures by 
Ferdinand BoL 



The immenfe ftim^ expended upon this 
ftately pile is fcarcely credible: it is fiud 
to have been more than two millions fter« 
ling; which confiderably exceeds the coft 
of our cathedral of St. Paul's, or of 1^ 
palaces of Verfailles, or the Efcurial* But 

expence 
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€xpence was not here the conilderation : 
for, in this national undertaking, the fpi- 
rit even of the Hollander was roufed; and 
with becoming ambition he was fo eager to 
difplay the magnificence of commerce^ that 

** Gqld and his gains no more employ'd his mind/* 

In this city you will find many coUee*- 
tions of cabinct-piAures, well deferving at- 
tention, among which is that of Mr.XjIel** 
dermafter, the Portugueze Conful ; at whofe 
houle we were ek^mtly entertained, and 
whofe collefiion is formed with more tafte 
Xhan any I have yet feen: indeed from a 
view of his own charming drawings it is 
impoflible he can exhibit an indifferent 
pifture. His politeneis and attention can 
-only be equalled by the happy fele£tion 
,he has made : in the number of them are 
three exquifite flower-pieces by Van Huy- 
fom, perhaps the beft he ever painted; a 
i^ne landfcape, by. Paul Potter ; feveral by 

T 2 Gerarp 
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Gerard Douw; an ezquifite fta-piece by 
Vandevddt in hit bed Dutch ftjle; and a 
faudicape by Temers, &c. 

At the houfe of Mr. Cornelias I^oos 
Van Amftd, ftrangers are recdved with 
the greateft politene^, and the palate of 
the amateur will hare a rich repaft. His 
colleflion confifts of about a hundred pic^ 
tures, forming a cabinet of the firfl: excel* 
knee in merit and prefi^rvation : amongft 
the moft diftinguiflbed I would pomt out 
a converfation, by Terburgh; and the 
church of Delft, by Emanuel De Witt» 
fiirpaffing any thing I have feen of thofe 
mailers ; the brilliancy of light breaking 
through the windows, knd interfe£ling the 
pillars of the building, produces a wq»- 
dcrf ut efie£t ; five ptflures by Vander Hyd^ 
in his beft manner; a view of Amfter- 
4am, acrofs the Y, by Jacob Rnyidads a 
oonverfation by Peter de Hooge$ and (eve- 

ral 
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nl b]r the old mafl:d^> piirticttlarly a Sunt 
Nicholas, &id to be psdnted in the hafftki 
ning of the lunth century. The vhcdtf 
forms zn. aflfemblage worthy thdr owser< 
vrhofe tafle ^id love of ihe fine arts have 
given him place as an honorary proftflbr 
in the gallery at Dufleldorp, and made hint 
direftor of the academy of drawing in thii 
dty. Among lus drawings, which cbafift 
of about fix diouiand, will be found die 
beft works of the Italian, Flemifh, Dutch, 
Frendi, and Englifh fchoob} pardenlarly 
of Ri^dbad, Julio Romano, Van Huyfum, 
and Trooft; whoie daughter this gentle- 
man obtained in marruige. Among his 
numerous colle£tion of prints are Ae beft 
works of Boghem, Both, Viftfaier, Mare 
Antcmio Goltzius, Albert Durer, AGcfadd 
Angelo, and Rembrandt. The works of 
the laft artift are cdmpkte, and were fiOrm- 
«d by that great mafler fin* Us own celt* 
JedHon. 
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We were likewiie introduced to the 
houle of Mrs. Hope» a widow lady; who 
has an excellent collection of cabinet pic- 
tures, all by die beft mailers, and in fine 
prefervation. In Baron Goirs collection^ 
among many beautiful pidures, will be 
found the portraits of the Kings of England 
in chiaro icuro by the Chevalier Vander 
WerfF, on paper, in oil^ moft exquifitely 
finiflied t he has likewife two drawings of 
flowers by Van Huyitim about five inches 
Square, of fuch exquifite quality, that he 
paid feven thoufand guilders for the two. 

Baron De Smeth has an extenfive ca- 
binet of the beft mafters, particularly Wil- 
liam Vandevelt, Vander Hyde, &c. all of 
which' are happily chofen. 

« 

The cabinet of Mr. De Vos confifts 
principally of the Dutch and Flemifli fchools, 
and is extenfive and well chofen; Here is alfo 

a picture 
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a pi£ture by Hobbima^ in his beautiful (ilver 
tone of colourings of ineftimable value. 

Mr. Versteig's colle£Hon is formed 
from the Italian and Dutch mafters of the 
firft clafs : his drawings by Grand Jean, a 
native of this city, fomewhat in the Ayltd 
Both, confifl: of views from natures and 
are well deferving the admiration of the 
connoifieur. 

Mr. Tersteeg has an extenfive col- 
le£tion of pi£tures and drawings by the belt 
mafters. 



Mr. B. De Bosch, and lus brother Mn 
I. De Bofch, have each fome beautiful cabi- 
net pictures : in the colle6tion of the former 
will be found a moft charming drawing of 
Adrian Oftade, and two by Van Huyfum^ 
perhaps the beft he ever made. 

Mr. 



M&. Clbmbms Van Mal's coHedioii 
b formed oF foatc good nodem, as wdi as 
the beft of the old mafterS) in the Dutch and 
iKhoots. 
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Mk, Vah £tl Sluitkr's -cabinet cen« 
lAinsmany fine piftures and dremngs. 

Mr. Van Dtck's is principally ^formed 
of drawings. 

Mr. Maarievxrn, to his calnnet of 
well diofea drawings, has added fome dioice 
Delft ware, psdnted by Ruyidad, Verboom, 
fcc. &c. 

To ihdfe colleftions 700 will 'find eafy ad- 
miffion^ as n ftrsnger and 'aduurer of "die 
line 8rts. 

Thb f(>l]owiagiiaiittsaieam<in|;lliB'firift 
living artifts of emineace heit. 

Mr. 
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Mr*. Buys, excellent in hiftory painting/ 
and a direftor of the academy; Mr. Vin- 
keles, an engraver of great merit, a direftor 
likewife of the academy; Mr. Van Bruflel, 
a painter of very great excellence in flowers, 
in the ftyle of Van Huyfum ; Mr. Van 
Drielft, eminent in landfcape, in the ftyle 
of Ruyfdael ; Mr. Cats, landfcape and cattle, 
in the manner of Adrian Vandevelt ; Mr. 
Ekles, converfation, in the ftyle of Metzu ; 
Mr. Dupre, a native of this city, whofe 
drawings are much admired, is now at Rome; 
and Mr. Meyer, a painter of landfcape, 
whofe defigns and drawings would credit any 
artift, a native alfo of this place, but now: 
refident in London. 



I SHALL clofe this letter with a brief 
fketch of the lives of a few mafters of high 
eminence, who were born here ; felcftedfrom 
a long lift of names, moft of whom had 
very confiderable merit in their profeflion.—? 
Vol. I. U WUliam 
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William Vande Velde, who ranks firll in 
•fteem as a (>atnter of fea views, was bom 
here in 1635 : he recdved his earlieft inidi^ 
nents in the art from his father, who^ 
tiiough of ibme eminence, was much his in* 
fcrior. When the father quitted Holland 
for England, the ion was placed under that 
•legant painter, Simcm De Vlieger j but he 
ibon outilripped his mafter^ and on his 
works being lent to the Court of London, 
James the Second was lb pleaftd with them, 
that he fettled a confiderable penfion on this 
young artiit, who Ibon followed his works to 
England. His pictures are fi> well known^ 
that it is almoft needled to point out their 
beauties. Truth in the reprefentation> and 
fade in the choice of his fubjefts, form their 
grand charadieriftics.^ Beautiful tranfparency 
«f coloiikring, and charming grouping in his 
figures^ conflitute all together fuch complete 
Specimens of art^ as are, and probably ever 
ifiriU remain, unrivalled, ThiaexquUitepainu 

er 
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fr di«d in London cm the 6th of Aprilj 
1707. 

John Van Hutsum, a firft rate painter 
of frait and flowers» was bom in tins city 
on the 5th of April, 1682* The celebrity 
of his works drew the attention of mod of 
the princes in Europe^ whole cabinets aR 
oiriched at a very great expence with the pro^ 
du£tions of this artift: and they are no lefi 
admirable for their exquifite high finifhin|^ 
than for their great truth, and clofe fimilL* 
tude to nature. His flowers were fo like the 
originals, that the Dutch connoifleurs, who 
furni(hed him with their rareft roots, began 
to think the merit of their purfuit in that 
way would be lelTened by his ikill in copying 
AHaeoi. It is not unreafonable to fuppoib, 
that the prevailing tafte for flowers and the 
high excellence of thdr cultivation in this 
country, were drcumftances that contibuted 
towaids pving him that fignal fuperiority 

U a which 
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.which he attained in this branch of the ait j 
He died at the age of fixty-fcven. 

A VERY fine painter of landfcape, Ifaac 
Moucheron, was born here in 1670. He 
received his inftru6lions from his father, Fre- 
deric, whom he greatly excelled ; and, having 
loft him at an early age^ he determined on vi- 
iiting Italy, where his tafte and knowledge 
in the art foon increafed s and he eftabliihed 
a fame in reprefenting and embellifliing na« 
ture, which will ever infure his works a place 
in the cabinets of the curious. He died at 
the age of feventy-four. 

An artift as lingularly eminent in his 
profeflion as unfortunate in the whole hiftory 
of his life was John Griffier, bom here in 
1656. The accident of birth and fortune 
placed him in a carpenter's fhop ; but his 
genius and ambition leading him to higher 
purfuitSj his firft efforts in art w^ere made in 

the 
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the humble charafler of a. painter of Dutch 
tiles. But his fkill having attra6led . no^ 
tice, he foon met with patronage, and was 
put under the tuition of Roelaind Rogthan, 
here, by the afliftance of Lingleback, 
Adrian Vande Velde and others of .great 
eminence, he foon became mafler of his 
profcffion, and being of a rambling turn, 
embarked for England^ where he pdnted 
many pi6lures, and acquired both reputa^ 
tion and property. Having married there, 
and afterwards with his family fet fail for 
Holland, in a vefTel he had purchafed at a 
great price, he was in his voyage fhip- 
.wrecked, and with his family reduced to 
beggary. , A feries of misfortunes after- 
wards attended this ill-fated artift; and 
he quitted this world at the age of feven- 
ty-three, as full of miferies as of- years, 
and as diftinguifhed by his poverty as his 
talents : He left behind him .a fon of very 

con- 
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coniiderable merit as a painter^ who wai 
bom in England. 

That chamiing artift» Adrian Vande 
Velde» was a native of this dty, bom in 
1639. He was a difciple of Wynants; 
and his biographers fay of hinii that ho 
never paflbd a day without maldng a de- 
iign or punting on ibme fubjeft from na<» 
ture. His excellence in landfcape and fi« 
gores verifies this aflerdon ; fen: more trath^ 
tafte, and brilliancy of eflSs6t are not to be 
found in any other painter in that branch 
of the arts. The high prices his pi£hires 
now bring (hew the great efteem^ in which 
they are held by the connoifleur. 

It is extraordinary^ that a landfcape 
painter ihould have produced io manj 

m 

woAt cf moit in hiftoiy, as are to be found 
by this ardft. I Ihall only particularize 

ad6« 
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a deicent from the crofs^ which he pauit* 
ed for an altar in the Cathdic church at 
Amfterdam« With fuch rare talents in 
his profeffion^ and ftill more to be ad« 
mired purity of morals, and amiable qua« 
lities in fociety as a man^ we cannot but 
regret his early death at the age of thirty^ 
three. 



I CANNOT dole this letter without 
mentioning another artifl of very diftin-*' 
guifhed talents in landfcape^ particularly 
moonlight fcenery, Egbn Vander Neer, 
bom here in x643» Nature performed 
much for him, but neceffity feems to have 
added a fpur, and to have had a fiiare in 
bis improvements. Twice left a widower^ 
and encumbered with no lefs than twenty- 
five children, it was neceflary that great 
application to his profeffion fliould make 
him, as it did, equally fucce&ful in eftrf 
branch of the art that he undertook: his 

flowen 
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flowers ' and plants, portraits and cohvcr-^ 
fations (which he painted in the ftyle of 
Terburgh) are all equally efteemed, and 
admitted into the choiceft cabinets in Eu- 
rope. He died at the age of fixty» having 
had the honour of producing as a pupil, 
that great painter . the Chevalier Vander 
WerfF. 



I HAVE written till Thave become me- 
lancholy almoft, as well as .weary, and* 
begin to look upon my epiflle in the light 
of a chronicle of morta^lity, for fuch it is^. 
and of the moft painful nature ; fince its 
principal office has be^n to bear record to 
the difficulties and diftreffcs which envied 
genius too often ftruggles with in paffing 
through life, and to the humiliating truth 
that it is confounded at laft .without dif-. 
tin£lion in the common, mafs, and mufl: 
wait. the hour that is appointed to all men.. 
This: honefl Prior knew .(and for the fake 

of 
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of giving you, at leaft, two good lines in 
one letter^ I will conclude with his own 
words), 



•• Alike muft cvVy ftate, and cv'ry age, 
^ Sufiain the univerial tyrant's rage. 



»9 



Adieu! 
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LETTER X. 



SAARHAM. 



DEAR SIR, 

W E rofe early this morning j and, 
though the weather was not very promifing, 
it did not put us fronfi our purpofe; we 
therefore walked to the quay^ and taking a 
boat, crofling the Y, about a mile in width, 
to a fmall Ferry-houfe, called in Dutch, 
Tolhuisj firft ordering a carriage to con- 
vey us to Broek, a village in North Hol- 
land, about nine miles diftant. The mills 
of the morning difpelled apace. 



^ And earth relenting felt the genial ray. 



f» 



We purfued our joumey with encreaf- 
ing pleafure, till we reached Buykfloot, a 

fmall 
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finall neat village, commanding a charming 
view of Amfterdam. A little ifarther on, 
we palled a large mill and magazine for 
gunpowder; which introduced a converfa- 
tion and fome ridicule, pointed at the in- 
terefted charafter of the Dutch, who, un- 
able to refift the temptation of gain, fup- 
plied us during the laft war with that ar- 
ticle againft themfelves: on this occafion 
the fagacious driver obferved with Dutch 
cunning ; that it was true, they had fold us 
gunpowder, but it was equally true, that 
it had lain in their warehoufes fo long a 
time, that it was good for nothing. Af- 
ter a very fine ride upon an excellent road, 
commanding a delightful profpe£t and full 
view of Saardam on the left, with its army 
of windmills, and on the right the river Y, 
richly crouded with (hipping, we arrived 
at Broek, the wealthieft village in Holland ; 
and in fcenery the mod piflurefque and 
whimfical I have ever feen, or that perhaps 

X 2 is 
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18 any where to be found: and being di^ 
vided by fmall canals and neat bridgea* It 
reminds one more of the gaudinefs of a 
village in Chinai than any thing fo near 
home. The houfes (land feparetei and 
are principally of woodi fluted and paint- 
ed in vari^ated colours: they have fmall 
gardens before the doors^ which are moft 
grotefquely difpofed and decorated with va^ 
rious coloured tiles^ fhells^ glafs beads, &Ci 
ftnd the walks in them are of deep fand 
and not paiiablei but laid out merely for 
(hew. The houfes are covered with glmsed 
til^s, and are regularly painted every y«ar> 
The trees are cut into moft ample order« 
Cjuriages fddom pafs through the ftreetsi 
except thofe of the inhabitants} aad^ 
ihould a horfe leave cmy traot behind^ a 
fervant regularly comes out with a iieve 
and fandt to wipe out the ii^ury* A 
ftranger at firft fight would imag^e Unb 
flace uninhabited; X do not recoUe^ in 

twd 



two hours, feeing more thati feren or eight 
females, and thoTe too old for the eye td 
^dwell long upon. The youog ones inuaedi^ 
ately retreat to their hou&i. on the af^iearf* 
ance of a ftranger. : 

* 
A SINGULAR cuftom 18 obfefved^ not 
only in this village, but all over North 
Holland; that in the front of each houfir 
they have a door» which is never opened 
but on the day of their marriage^ and oa 
the day when the foUtary mhabitant is n*- 
moved to 



^ TiMt MdifcoirerM countryiy firoM whoft bMrn 
•• No traveller returns.'' 



I MUST ob&nre to you, that ill no 
|Mrt of Holland is the funeral fervice laid 
ov«r the deceafed; but here the clerk bo- 
comes die parfon, and, laying the Kble 4m 
tiM cofiov proceeds to read iboK diaptsn 

relative 
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relative to the briefhefs of man^s exiftence. 
The body is then placed in a boat on the 
canal, and attended to the place of inter- 
ment by a folemn proceffion of relations, 
friends and acquaintance. We procured 
admiflion to the infide of one of the houfes 
of this fingularly whimfical people, and 
found it in trimnefs and exafinefs quite 
of a piece with the out — In its furniture 
there was the fame neatnefs, and it was fo 
tricked out with baubles of ornaments be*** 
yond number, fhining floors^ fhining tables 
and chairs ; in fhort, every thing fb vieing 
with the looking-glafs in refle£lion, that 
it puts you in fear of broken bones every 
ftep you take. 

After making a (ketch of the prin- 
cipal part of this village, which conunands 
a fine view of Amfterdam, we left this 
fingiilar (jpot, and returned to Buikfloot in 
our way to Saardam, which is about eight 

miles* 
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miles. It is a very confiderable village^ 
in North Holland, faid to extend fix miles 
on the bank of the river; and is perhaps 
one of the greateft magazines of fhip-tim-* 
ber and naval ftores in Europe : of wind^ 
mills it certainly is, as it contains near 
three hundred : fome of them are employ- 
ed In rawing timber, at which forty or fifty 
boards can be cut at the fame time ; ' others 
are ufed for making paper, in which the 
whole procefs, from cutting the rags and 
cleaning them, to their application through 
the mould, and picking out the flaws, 
which is the work of women and children, 
is compleated; and others for cutting to- 
bacco-leaves : theie are laid in large troughs 
ranged in the mills, and, by the falling of 
perpendicular pieces of timber, with a chop- 
per fixed at one end and cogs at the other, 
are caught in a wheel as it turns, and divid- 
ed into imall particles. 

This 
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Thi» place, dioogh left quiet dum 
Broek, partakes of aU its (Ingoltfities. The 
inhabitants are very rich, and very retired, 
yet live with xnuch hofpitality, and indulge 
ia die richeft eadiilarating wines, and moft 
kixurioos tables^ The drefs of the women 
10 plain and neat, but with a profufion of 
gdd ornaments about the neck, forehead, 
and hair, which is formed into fmall fpinl 
ringlets, not.unlikr the head-drefles of Sir 
Peter Ldy. The fingularity of this f aihiofi, 
added to a regular and pleating fymmetry ei 
features, with great fimplicity and unaffeft^ 
ed manners, renders them by no meana un* 
pleafing: yet the inordinate uie of coffee, 
which they take from fuc in the morning 
i^ ten at night, pns them x pallidnefii df 
countenance, wlndi greatly ^miniihes their 
Tttra&ions^ Laughable as it may fcem, a 
tA expcdienfe to infuxc the affisdions of die 
lower dais of thefe la&s, is to provide yoar«» 
ielf with gingerbread. The firfi: queition 

the 
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the lover is diked after knocking at the dbor» 
when the parents are fuppofed to be in bed, 
is, " Have you any gingerbread ?" If he re- 
plies in the affirmative, he finds little diffi- 
culty in gaining admiflicHi s a fecond vifit in- 
iures his fuccefs^ and the lady yields. 

The drefles of the men are generally 
black and dark brown. I have endeavour- 
ed in the enclofed Iketch to give you a 
clearer idea of the appearance of both 
fexes. 



Two hundred bridges are faid to be 
thrown acrofs the canals here. 

Th^ church is very neat; and a large 
piflure over the weft door of it perpetuates 
a lingular fubjedt. A woman is reprefented 
M the air, as having been toflfed by a bull, 
when fyr gone with child, and delivered in 
that fituation i the c^ild lying de^ on the 
ground. The hufband^ in coming to the 

Vol. I. Y affift- 
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affiftance of his wife, was likewiie attacked 
by the bull ; and all the parties are faid to 
have been killed in the conflict. 



By the pains taken to perpetuate diis 
ftrange anecdote, it certainly was, and it 
now is credited. On a flat ftone beneath is 

a Dutch epitaph on the fubje6l. 

« 

Hier onder 1yd de Moer en Vaar» 
En'c ongeboorcn by Mai Kaar* 

Observe, my dear friend, I do not 
vouch for the truth of this wonderful hif- 
tory. 

This place is rendered funous by the 
xefidence of Peter the Great, Czar of Muf- 
covy, about the year 1 696^ in the humble 
chara6ter of a fhip-builder. As the ftory 
cannot better be told, I will give it you in 
Voltaire's own words, from THiftoire de 
TEmpire de Ruflie fous Pierre le Grand, 
ch. ix. 

5' Lr 
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Le Czar prit un habit de pilote, en 
alia dans cet equipage au village de Saar- 
** dam, ou Ton conftruifait alors beaucoup 
plus de vaifTeaux encore qu*aujourd'hui. 
Ce village eft aufli grand, auffi peuple, 
audi riche» & plus propre que beaucoup 
de villes opulentes. Le Czar admira cette 
** multitude d*hommes toujours occupes; 
'^ Tordre. Texaftitude des traveaux ; la ce* 
lerite prodigieufe a conftruire un vaifleau^ 
et ^ le munir de tous fes agres ; & cette 
quantite incroyable de magafmSi de ma- 
** chines qui rendent le travail plus facille 
& plus fur. Le Czar commen9a par 
acheter une barque, a la quelle il fit de (es 
mains un mat briie ; enfuite il travailla a 
^' toutes les parties de la conftru£lion d'un 
^* vaifleau, menant la meme vie que les ar« 
** tifans de Saardam s*habillant» fe nourillant 
** comme eux travaillant dans les forges, 
^' dans les corderies, dans ces moulins 
^^ dont la quantite prodigieufe horde le vil- 
** lage, & dans les quels on fcie le fapin & 
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** le chene, on tire Thuile, on fabrique Ic 
'^ papier^ on file les metaux du£lile$. U ie 
'^ £t infciire dans le nombre des charpentiers 
^^ fous le nom de Pierrb Michaelofp. 
On Tappellait communement Maitrk 
Pierre, Petre Bas ; & les ouvriers d'abord 
interdits d*avQtr un fpuverain pour com^ 
pagnon^ s*y accoutumerent familierenKnt. 
^^ Tandis qu'il maniait a Saardam le com<^ 
^< pas et la hachci, on lui confirma la 
^* nouvelle de la fdlfioiii de la Pologne/* 



cc 

C€ 
€C 

* 

CC 



The hut where jiie refided, with all its 
appurtenances, remains mtire : a fketch of 
it is enclofod. 



We la,w here a^reat many ftorks : they 
are birds of pafTagc, and we feem to knofr 
little of whence they come, or whith«r they 
go I but it is certain thstt they have made 
liolland a favourite refidence* The Putch» 
who are particularly attentive to their fxre^ 

fervation. 
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fcrvationy retain the old idea^ that diey will 
only exift in a republic: I hardly need fiiyi 
they are to be found in moft towns on the 
continent, where the (ituation is low and 
mariby. The ftork is a lai^ bird, about 
the iize of a crane; its plumage is quite 
white, etoepC on the extremity of the wings^ 
a fmall part of the head, and the th^hs, 
which are a dark brown : its beak and legs 
are red. It feeds on frogs, fifhes, and ier* 
pents, and generally lays from two to four 
^gs, which are in iize like diofe of a gooie. 
Their return to this part of the worU ^ 
about the beginning of March, when they 
imfnediately iet about building thdr nefts, 
which they form of twigs and faggota; ge^ 
neraUy taking up thdr refidence at the chim* 
aey tops, where frames art prq>arcd kx their 
reception, as defcrU)ed in the drawing of 
Wottverman'a houfe at Haeikm. 
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The Dutch fay they annually drop an 
egg or young one out of thdr neft, which is 
called a mark of gratitude. I was credibly 
informed of a fingular inftance of their cha<- 
rity, or rather fuperftitious attachment to 
cme of thefe young windfalls. Having in 
this parental zGt of gratitude had its leg £> 
luiferably cruihed, that it was out of the 
power of fui^gery to reftore it to its natural 
ftate, thqr contrived to replace it with a 
wooden one £> dexteroufly» and attended 
to it with fi> much care, that it furvived the 
operation near thirty years. 

I CANNOT conclude without telling you 
how fumptuoufly we fared in this village at 
dinner. The fineft perch I ever faw of about 
two pounds wdghtf to make water food^, 
or zooky, a glafs of excellent Rheni(h to 
waih them down, a clever North Holland 
laisy tricked out with a world of neatnefs» 

tt 
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to attend us, were a feaft for an Emperor ^ 
and with health and good fpirits to enjoy 
any thing, to crown all, we clofed the day 
in good humour and fbftivity. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER X. 



UTRECHr. 



DEAR SIR, 

W E left Amfterdam early yefter- 
day morning. The weather was delightful, 
and the fcenery from the banks of the river 
increafed in verdure and pi£lurefque beauty, 
as we advanced towards this city. About 
midway is a pleafant village, called Nieuwer 
Sluice, where we flopped to take refre(h- 
ment. Here the canal increafes confidera- 
bly in width, and its borders are proportion-* 
ably enriched with buildings. 

The villas are principally occupied by 
the merchants of Amfterdam, whofe coun- 
try retreats are not amongft the leaft of thdr 
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^mjpyme^ts. In tl>e dil^praticm of the^r 
g^oo/^ds nQ 9Xp€»ce 19 Ipareidj to co^ivtfice 
iiSi that they 



^ In torn gardens :^e Ibeir ple^ure. 
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Near Jthe village of Loenaen, whidi ap- 
pears at a imall di^ance, is a fpot, called, 
jFrom being inhaUted by thofe fedaries, the 
Anabapdfts Heaven. They are of great 
€onfe<][uence throughout the province ^cf 
Holland, being wealthy and numerous ; have 
great Angularity in thdr manners 5 are not 
unlike the quakers with us ; and are famed 
for not giving a dire6ik anfwer. One Menno 
Simons, a leader of Uiis fe£t about the mid* 
die of the iixteenth century, travelling, in 
company with many other perfons, was pur- 
fued by a body of foldier^^ who, interrogating 
the party, if Menno Simons was among 
"^Mm^ he took on himfelf to repeat the 
-queftion, and on -the company replying in 
Vol. L Z the 
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the negative^ he cried out, ^^ all here pre(ent 
*^ fay, Menno Simons is not here : by which 
means he efcaped his purfuers. -Near 
Utrecht we paflfed through Maarfen, a large 
village, principally inhabited by Portugueze 
Jews ; who were not fufFered to take up their 
refidence in that neighbourhood, till within 
the laft two years. After a pleafant pafTage 
of about eight hours, we landed at this jdace, 
which may be termed an elegant city, and is 
principally inhabited by perfons of opulence 
or diftin6lion. It is iituated on the old 
Rhine, and is remarkable for the purenefs and 
falubrity of the air. In 1672 Louis XIV. 
who captured tlie city, and laid heavy con- 
tributions on its inhabitants, was {o pleafed 
with the iituation, that he kept his court 
here near twelve months: but the Dutch 
did not feem equally pleafed with him ; for 
we are told they had once made a reiblution 
to abandon the province, and tranfport diem- 
felves and their effe£ts to the Eaft Indies. 

The 
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The Mall is efteemed the fined: in Europe, is 
near a mile in length, and has a road for 
carriages on each fide, bordered with a triple 
row of trees. The entrance is through a 
noble (lone gate. Louis, during his refi- 
dence here, frequently exprefled his wilh to 
convey this Mall to Veriailles* 

The cathedral appears to have been a 
fpacious and magnificent ftru£hire^ if we 
may judge from the Dom or Tower ; which 
is perfe£l, and is almoft all that remains of 
the edifice. It is near four hundred feet in 
height, and commands an extenfive view of 
forty or fifty towns,* 

The church is faid to have been deftroy- 
cd by a violent hurricane : and fuch is the 
ignorance and credulity of the lower clafs of 

* Thb annexed view of the fpire, or, as it is termed^ 
Dom Tower, was made at a finall diftance from the town^ 
near the Water-gate. 
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the pttJple here, that they rektd a ftory of ^ 
flfherfftafi, who, aft the time, faw the build* 
ihg iriake it^ tranJit fhr^tigh the air. 

TriB Analdmical Theatre and Unitrcr- 
fity^ ^hich are eonlidtrable, are objefts wor- 
thy your attention. 

Utrecht has the honour of giving 
feifth to a great and worthy charafter. Pope 
Adrian the Vlth, born in 1 549. His claf* 
fical knowledge he acquired at this Univer- 
fity, and his philofophical at the College of 
Louvaih : he received his degree of Doftor 
in Divinity in 149 1, the expence of which 
was defrayed by Margaret, lifter to Ed- 
ward IV. of England, and is faid to have 
Been confiderablc* The • houfe where he 
fefided is yet ftandiiig, and is a fine Gothic: 
building. Its baftb-relievos and ancient or- 
naments will greatly intereft the curious 
traveller. 

This 
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This city gave likcwifc birth to the tery 
aefiofiipEfhed Anna Maria Schnrmanj v/hofe 
extenfive knowledge in the languf^^ wasi 
pnly equsdled by her fnperior tafle and (kill 
\n pdincing^ and every ofh^r branch of the 
graphic and elegant arts. This jttftly cele* 
brated woman was born in 16071 and died 
9t the age of feventy-one. dke was vifited 
by that elevated and fingukr chara6ter Chrif- 
tirta, Queen of Sweden ; who lavi(hed on her 
the higheft encomiums fdr her ftkperior ta- 
lents and excellence in every refined aceom** 
plifhm^t. 

Sir ANTonid Mo«e was bom here in 
1519 : bis ejfcdlence as a pdrtrait paifiter is 
well known to every amateuf. , He redded 
a long time in England, and, from the high 
ptkei he received for his pifhifei, may be 
prcMKKinced en artift of the fiffl: confidera* 

Cor- 
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Cornelius PqlbmburGi a painter of 
kigh rank, was likewife bom here in 1586* 
He ftudied under feveral mafters, and, vifiting 
Italy, became charmed with the works of 
that divine painter, Raphael ; whofe chafte. 
and tender manner foon caught his attcp- 
lion* After his return from Italy he became 
the favorite of Rubens^ who relided with 
him a confiderable time. His works were 
ipuch admired by that a.ccomplifhed and li- 
beral encourager of the fine arts, Charles 
the l^irft i who paid him very high prices 
for feveral of his pi<5hires. The excellency 
and peculiar merits of this painter are too 
well known p need farther defcription. He 
painted to the laft day of his life, which 
was in 1 660, in his 74th year* 

The two brothers, John and Andrew 
Both, were bom in this city : they were diC- 
ciples of Abraham Bloemart, by whom they 
were advifed to vifit Italy, where John form- 
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ed his excellent manner from Claude le Lor« 
raine^ and Andrew^ from Bamboccio. They 
painted m conjunction, and accorded as well 
in the art as in fraternal afFe£tion. The 
landfcape and figures of theie great mafters 
Teemed to be the work of the fame hand. An* 
drew was unfortunately drowned while with 
his brother at Venice in 1 650 ; when grief oc- 
cafioned the furvivor to return to Utrecht» 
where he purfued his art with unabated in* 
duftry and fuccefs. The grandeur and rich« 
nefs of icenery, with the happy cSe6t of 
light and ihadow. produced in the landfcapes 
of this charming artift, render his works of 
ineftimable value, and caufe them to be eager-^ 
ly fought after by the connoifleur. 

A PAINTER of landfcape of great merit, 
Abraham de Heufch, was a native of this 
city : he ranks defervedly high in his piofef- 
fion, and to the amateur his works will hf 
a fufficient eulogy. 

JOHM 
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JoHH GtA^8^R> a diiciple of B$rghi^9i« 

waBi)om ^er« ia 16464 Aa ft^ilj d^foikuon 

for UareHmg led kiQi, aren fimn the great 
works pf his XQaftcTj to goot)sin^l«te th^ ftili 
^^ter works of vatore 1 and 4be ia9<l€ Italy 
hks refideno? for <i Goafi^eraM^ Amfi. Oa 
Ms return be viiltdd Aa^.erdam^ where he 
hecwie ktfxmate with that ^ful artift^ Ge* 
j^ La^ivie 1 in whqfe houfe^ which was an 
acadomy <^ ^$1 he refi4ed : and a ftroQger 
4pFoof of bi$ &iU in landfcape pabting can^ 
sot he very ^eafily adduced^ than that his 
«^of k$ IPAd enough of merit to e&tkle them 
lo flhe afliftance and emhdiliflmieats they 
rfm^od fjDom l!he pencil of (this aitifl', who 
inferted moft of the £^res in ius landfcap^« 
They are too well known to need any far- 
j^ber eomownt. 



I (snALL montian only one other artiift^ 
itothony Wateidoo : andthough the honour 
of giving him birth is claiqjAd by others, and 
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IS at beft a doubtful queflion, yet as he long 
made this city, which is in the number of 
thofe that claim the honour^ his favourite 
refidence, I know no better place in which I 
could notice his unqueftionable excellence. 
His landfcapes are clofe copies after nature, 
without the affeflation or trick of art to iet 
them off. His objects are generally woody 
fcenesy embellifhed with water; and cattle 
frequently added by Weeninx and others^ 
His drawings are not lefs admired than his 
pi6lures ; and his etchings, in point of free- 
dom and beauty of fcenery, remain unrival* 
led. Though his works produced good 
prices, and were univerfally coveted, he 
died in great want at the hofpital of St. 
Job near this city, 

I AM rather difappointed in my enqui« 

ries after collections of pictures in this place, 

that of Mr. Van Breukelwaard being the 

only one I have met with. It is fele£ted 

Vol. I. A a with 
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With tafte ; and his colle£lion oi natural cu; 
riolities is not inferior. 



Having viewed every thing worthy our 
attention here, we made a little excurfion 
this morning to Zieftj about nine miles dif- 
tant. The houfe was built as a hunting ieat 
by William III. it (lands in the midft of a 
fine extenfive wood, and is furrounded by a 
moat. The gardens are in a Ayle fuperior 
to any we have yet ieen : the walks are 
beautifully fhaded^ enriched with ftatues, and 
embellifhed with large bafbns of water and 
jets d'eaux. Its former owner, Count Zin- 
zchdorf, who was of the feft of Moravians, 
applied a great part of this building, with 
fome land contiguo;us, to. the ufes of thofe 
fe£lari(l:s. Here they have eftablifhed ex- 
tenfive focietics, forming themielves into dif- 
tin£l: parties, the married and unmarried. 
They appear to lead a temperate and harmlefs 
life, are fimple in their diet, and zealous in 

their 



( »87 ) 

their religious purfuits. They carry on a 
confiderable trade in a variety of articles^ 
fuch as filver^ tin^ ieather» cloths, &c. all o£ 
which» they fay, are manufactured by thenl* 
felves : but I fufpe£l moft of them are from 
England, France, &c. The cuftom among 
them of fixing the price on every article, 
from which no abatement is made, is wor- 
thy of example. The profits of their wares 
form a common bank, which is applied to 
their mutual advantage. The neighbouring 
village and adjacent country are exceedingly 
pleafant, and will alone repay you for going 
a few miles out of your intended route. 

On our return to Utrecht we made a cir- 
cuit of the city, and vifited the gardens of 
Madame Zetervelt, juft without the Amfter- 
dam gate. She is the widow of an opulent 
filk-thrower. They were conftru£led about 
fifty years ago, at a confiderable expence, 
and are worth noticing. The bufts and 

A a 2 ftatues 
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ftatues are by Jacob Crefcant, a ftatuary ct 
much merit. The bas reliefs are well exe- 
cuted ; and the groups of boys, in the hifto- 
lical fubjeftsy deferve commendadon. 

On returning to our inn^ we looked into 
the Botanic Garden^ which afforded fome 
entertainment. The vulgar idea, that the 
Aloe is not in perfedion till it is an hundred 
years old, is here refuted ; as we faw two, 
averred to be not more than forty, in full 
bloom. 



We are now preparing to purfue our 
route to Breda, whence you fhall hear from 

Yours, &c. 



LET- 



( i89 ) 



LETTER XIV. 



BREDA. 



DEAR SIR, 

W £ continued our journey yefterday 
evening towards this city, and in our way fer- 
ryed acrofs the Rhine at Vianen on the confines 
of Guelderland } where the pifturefque beauty 
of the fcenery was fafficient inducement to 
take up the pencil and make a flight out- 
line of what prefented itfelf, which^ though 
fimple^ is ftrongly chara6leriftic of the cir- 
cumjacent country. Vianen is a privileged 
town, and ferves as an afylum for debtors ; 
who, reaching this place, live fecurely under 
the protection of the magiftrates. Owinjg 
to the fmallnefs of the duties exa£led^ every 
article of merchandize and neceflary of life 
is here remarkably cheap. A few miles £ar« 

ther^ 
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thcr, at the idllage of Vreefwyk, wc again 
ferryed over the Rhine, after which the road 
became fo infufFerably bad, as to render it 
fcarce paflable with four horfes. The pro* 
fyt&, around was bleak and barren, with no 
object to relieve the eye, but the river at a 
diftance, which now and dien appeared be^ 
tween ill-fhapen hills of fand. With little 
variation of this dreary fcenery^ we arrived 
at Gorcum about fix in the evening. 

We found little here worthy the notice 
of a ftranger : the city is pleafantly fituated 
on the rivers Merwe and Linge, on the bor« 
ders of which flands the caftle of Louveftein ; 
which I mentioned in a former letter, as 
having been the place of confinement of 
Hugo Grotius* Ledenburg, Secretary of 
State at Utrecht, was likewife condemned 
to travel this road and inhabit this caftle^ 
but the horrors of the torture, ading upon 
a feeble conilitutiona induced him^ as he ob* 

ferved 
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ferved in a farewell letter to his wife and fa^ 
milyi to find a fhorter way to Heaven. 

His words ran thus-—" Je f^ais qu*on 
** me veut juger fur des points et des pointil** 
•* les qu'on me veut tirannifer ; C'eft pour^* 
^^ quoij'aichoifieun plus court cheminpouii 
'^ aller a Dieu ; d'ailleurs on ne peut pas 
" confifquer, les biens d'un corps mort.*'— 
Soon after writing this letter he put an end 
to his exiftencci by cutting his throat. 

Admiral Askew, in the year 1666^ 
after being made prifoher by Admiral De 
Ruyter, was likewife confined here. 

This city was taken from the Spaniard! 
about the year 1 570 by the free corps of the 
Prince of Orange. After its capture, their 
leader, Herman de Ruiter, a butcher, wa^ 
left to guard the citidel with only twenty- 
four men« The Spaniards^ rallying their 

troops. 
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troops^ again attacked the place. The hero, 
being determined to hold his conqueft, after 
lofmg both his legs defired his trunk might 
be placed in (and, which would a£t as a ftyp- 
tic to his woundsy defended himfelf in this 
fituation, fword in hand, till being no longer 
9ble to refift, he fet fire to a train of gun- 
powder and blew himfelf into the air. 

This place, tbQugh fmall, has produced 
fome painters of much excellence. John 
Vander Heyden, an artifl of great merit in 
]iigh finifhed buildings, was born here in 
) 637 and in the neatnefs and precifion of his 
execution ftands unrivalled : he reiided fome 
time in London, where he painted views of 
the Royal Exchange, Monument, &c. His 
figures were generally inferted by Adrian 
Vande Velde, which add coniiderably to the 
value of his works. A bible is f^id to have 
been painted by this laborious artifl not lar- 
ger than the palm of the hand^ yet fo mi-* 

nutcly 



t 
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■ 

nutely touched that the charafters on the 
leaves were diftindly legible. The works 
of this eminent painter bring immenfe prices. 
During his refidence in Amfterdam in 1 672, 
he is faid to have been the inventor of pipes 
for fire engines, as they are now in ufe. Be- 
fore they were introduced into this city, the 
annual damage from fire, according to his 
computation, amounted to three hundred and 

. forty-one thoufand fix hundred and feventy 
guilders, and now, on the average, not more 
than three thoufand fix hundred . and fe« 

, venty. 

• • • 

Having ordered a carriage to take us 
to Breda, we walked to the ferry^houfe, on 
the banks of the Maes ; where the fcene was 
. fo beautiful and interefiing as to induce me to 
give a faint reprefentation of it in the en^ 
clofed drawing. 

In crofiing the river, which was a fail of 
Vol. J. B b about 
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lAottt twenty minutes, the fleeting obje£ls on 
the water could not fail to attra£k the pii> 
turefque eye* The church, fcen in the di£- 
tance, is in the city of Workum. Should 
you feel the pleafure in contemplating theie 
feeble attempts to reprefent what I enjoyed 
from the £beneryj my utmoft wi(h is gra- 
tified. 



Lahbing on tlie oppofite fhorc, alas I 
how changed the fcene 1 Through a dreary 
road, without piofpeft, or the fight of a hu« 
man being for near four-and-twenty miles, 
which took us feven hours to accompliQi. 
Not a (ingle houfe to afford the kaA accom- 
modation in the journey, till we reached 
Breda; the entiance to wliich is fay crofling 
three wide fofbcs, over which are drawbridges 
leading tu a handfbme ilonc gate. 

Bkeda, the capital of Dutch Brabant, 
IS well fortified, and encompaiied by the 

dvcLS 
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rivers Aa BxiA Merck. The citadel is hmlt 
m a trbnguhr form, and i& well garrifoned» 
The caftle is a handfome fquare building 
with four towers, furro^ndttl by the two 
rivers. It vras built by King Wiiliam. The 
A>om9 are fpacious. and lofty : tbeir principat* 
ornament is tapeftry, which coAtains a feries» 
of the Princes of Orange on horfeback, asi 
large as life; each feenung to vte with* fhd 
other who fliould firfll i!art from bis dreary,* 
liireadUbare abode. The pi£lures here /re 
beneath notice^ The gardens, andr park in' 
llie vicinage are not unpleafent« T&e en* 
fnunce^or court-yard to this buildiiAg,' is fpa* 
dfoos and magnificenr. Tte ch^<^ ie ^ 
large, handibme fVruf^urtf : its ^ire is k>ft/ 
and beautiful. Within is a hafndibme tno^ 
nument in bkick and white m^rbk, «re6led 
to Angleberf, the &cond CoBnt of Naflan, 
mA hi« Countefs : they ai«e^ lyin^ oA a ma€ 
ef ntarMe, well executed* Over the figured 
is a marble flab, bearing trophies and en^ 

B b a figns 
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figns of war, fupported by four kneeling 
figures ; faid to be Julius Caefar, Hannibal, 
Philip of Macedon, and Metellus Regulus. 
I doubt the information of our oracle ; as, 
with all due refpefl to Count Anglebert, I 
queftion whether the four great characters 
above alluded to would condefcend to go on 
their knees to bear either boots or fpurs> 
for all the combined greatnefs of the Houfe 
of Naflau. Imagination may trace ** the 
^' noble duft of Alexander, till he find it 
** flopping a bung-hole ;'• and indeed there 
is no faying ^' to what bafe ufes" a Dutch 
courtier might be difpofed to make thefe 
great men ftoop. The fculpture of the mo- 
nument is faid to be by Michael Angel o 
Buonorati : this I much doubt, for though 
there are parts, particularly the extremities 
of the figures, not unequal to him, yet 
other parts are fb inferior, that I conceive 
that divine artift could not have executed 
the work. 

The 



yrrra siwct Hs»aY at irRirEr, teoseah" of the 

WtrA»D,jM5^b rSKER TO KmG Ui:SHX,KIS"G EDWAJlC. [ 
r ~ QTTEEJf M;aRT,-AKU QXTEEWELTaABETH. 

03IITi577^TATIS SVJE 04- 



A 



jy,. 



■„/ a, 



y/0, 



v-y /y uy. .y>^^/-,- 






( 197 ) 

' The circular buildiog to the right of the- 
church, as defcribed in the annexed draw-' 
ing,* is the caftle here mentioned as built by^ 
King William ; the ftyle of the architecture 
befpeaks the period of its ere£lion. 

» 

Being Sunday, the people are flocking 
to the churchy which is facing our inn. 
The women's drefs is very fingular, being 
Covered with a long black cloth veil, fur- 
rounding the head, and reaching to the 
ground ; the reft of their apparel is extremely 
neat. Here are many Roman Catholics, 
though the eftabliihed religion is Protef*- 
tantifm. 



This place feems more famed for arms 

* It was with fome difficulty I prevailed on myfelf to 
attempt the inclofed Iketch, as the military are exceedingly 
jealous on thefe occafions ; and, I believe, had the centi- 
nel, who was near me, been a veteran in the fervice, in« 
ftead of a raw recruit, I muft have defifted» 

than 
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than arts J as I have in van endeavoured 
to inform myfelf of either colIe£tioas of |ne- 
tures or artifts* We fhall therefore quit this 
firene, as foon as poifible, for Bergen-op- 
Zoom ; which I fear will be equally barren 
of that information which I know affords 
you the moft pleafme. 

Adieu I 



LET- 



^ 
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LETTER XV. 



BZRGEK.OP.Z00M. 
VEAR SIR* 

JLHROUGH a very heavy rain, 
and roadSy if poffible, worfe than any we 
had before pafTed^ we are fafe arrived at this 
place, perfeftly in union with ourfelves. 
The rugged ways and ills of life may 
fometimes tend to humanize and temper the 
mind ; as, in a picture, a rude fore-ground, 
well managed, gives additional beauty to the 
ferenity of the diftance, and harmonizes the 
whole. You will obferve, this opinion is fonq* 
ed before a good fire, not in a dangerous road, 
furrounded by a thick, hazy atmofphere; 
yet, bad as the road is, I muft return (in my 
mind's eye) about fix miks^ merely to men- 
tion a whimfical fign we faw at a imall vil- 
lage 
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lag^ called Rofendael. It was a tree, bear* 
ing fruit, and the branches filled with little 
naked urchins, ieemingly juft ripened into 
life, and crying for fuccour« Beneath a wo- 
man holds up her apron, looking wiftfuUy 
at the children, as if intreating them to 
jump into her lap. On inquiry, I found it 
to be the houfe of a fwom midwife, with 
this Dutch infcriptiop prefixed to her name : 



« VANG MY, IK ZAL ZOOT ZYN, 
That is, << Catch me— I'll be a Tweet boy 



«> 



»» 



This true mode of procreation, fb truly 
whimfica], pleafed me not a little. I took 
the pencil, and beginning to make a fketch 
of this laughable fubje£t, was, in an inil:ant» 
furrounded by all the gaping boors in the 
village, who, by their diftorted countenances, 
' feemed as if the 

" Frightfull'ft grinner 
<< Should be the winner.'* 

B£IN6 



A.C.N ADl CIl, 

rny J^ y,/ y^f xyn. . /CauimfJwUita Svttt Sej.J 
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Being Sunday, I believe there were not 
kfs than three hundred of thefe merry faces 
aflembled on the occafion. 

BERe£N-op-ZooM is a large town in 
Dutch Brabant, (ituated near the eaftem 
fliore of the Scheldt It flands on a fmall 
eminence, well difpofed by nature, as by art, 
for defence. It derives its name from Berg, 
a hill, and Zoom^ a river, which runs through 
the town, and overflowing the neighbouring 
country, renders it a morafs : the Latins call 
it Berga fuprii Zomaiii. As the fortifica- 
tions are the only objedls worthy notice in 
this place, we loft no time in difpatching a 
card to the commandant for permiflion to 
fee them, which he politely granted^ and fent 
it by the hands of a little merry feij^mt, 
who was to be our guide* He had all the 
gaiete de coeur of Sterne's La Fleur, with all 
the military integrity of Corporal Trim s had 
himfelf ferved duripg the fiege in i747> when 
Vol. L C c it 



( ao2 } 

it was taken by Count Lowendahl, .not by 
conqucft, but by the treachery of the old 
Dutch general, Baron de Cronftrom, againft 
whom our little ferjeant juftly levelled hi& 
whole artillery of abufe, for his bafenefs in 
betraying his charge. We were led through 
fubterraneous paflFages, I know not whither^ 
extending, as it is fsLidy a great diftance be- 
yond the extremity of the fortifications; 
where^ at every ftep, our little hero OnouU 
dered his cane, renewed his battles, and 
*^ thrice he routed all his foes, and thrice he 
** flew the ftain." In recital, he artfully 
drew on the French troops, and as happily 
lepulfed them; in fhort, we had the iiege 
renewed, and every military manoeuvre dif-^ 
played, without the lofs of a man« The 
great Dutch engineer^ ColKMm, who coa- 
ftruwled thefe works^ would have himfelf re*- 
jokred to have found fuch an auxiliary. 

Finding the fubterraneous fituation ra- 
ther 
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ther damp and uncomfortable, we wifhed, 
like the treacherous governor, to come as 
^uick as poflible to the furrender 5 therefore, 
facing right about, we made a precipitate re- 
treat, in order to enjoy the fair day-light, 
and a view of the outfidc of this aftonifhing 
fortification, which is deemed impregnable. 

On the fide towards Antwerp is a grand 
demi-lune, 'terminated by a fort, flanked with 
four redoubts mounted with large cannon. 
It has the advantage of a canal from the fea, 
whence they may receive fuccours without 
interruption from the befiegers. Between 
. this town and the fea there are eleven forts, 
with many redoubts and palifados on the 
dyke. Such was the ftrength of this place 
in 1538, that it rcpujfed the Duke of Parma 
with a numerous army, and in 1622, the 
Marquis Spinola, who in the attempt loft 
the bulk of his army. I niuft tell you, that 
tke treachery of the old governora Cron- 

C c « ftrom^ 
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ilroin» was rewarded by a clofe confinement 
for the reft of his life ; a fentence not equal 
to the enormity of bis crime^ if my infor- 
mation be true. 



Adieu ! 



XlfP OF THB FIRST VOLUME. 
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LIST 



OF 



ARTISTS, &c. 



fLOTTERDAM, 

Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 

C/OLONI Adam ..,, 1634. Cattle and Jandfeape. 
Dul{art Heyman .....^ 1636. Hiftory and portrait* 

rLandfcape, animals^ and 

Hondius A|>raham .... 1638. < . 

L converfation. 

Muflcher Michae} Van 1645. Portrait and converfatioiu 

r Markets, fairs, landfcapes^ 

OffcnbcckN. x627.< 

L and converfation. 

# 

Pentcmaa Peter .,....- 1650, Still life. 

f Landfcape, drolls, an4 
corps du garde. 
Sacbtleven Herman .... 1609. Landfcape. 
Sorgh Hcndrick Mar- T f Hiftory, converiatloni 

tin ........ ,.....M J L feirs, and markets. 

VerwUt 



Sacbtleven Cornelius I 
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Uanus. Dates* Brancb $f ibe Jrfm 

Verwilt Francis ••«.... 1598. Landfcape* 
Vaoder Wcrf Cbev. | jHiftory, portrait, and coih 

Adr - J L veriktion. 



«r « *,T ^T^ ,^ f Portrait,convcrlation,aQd 

VandcrWcrf Peter ... 1665.^ ' 

L hiftorj. 



D O RT, 



Bol Ferdinand 161 1. Hiftory and portrait. 

Boonen Arnold 1669. Portrait. 

Drogfloat • .• Landfcape and fairs. 

Gelder Arnold De ... 1645, Portrait and hiflory. 

Germyn Simon 1650. Fruit and landfcape. 

Godewyck Margarita 1627. Landfcape and flowers. 

r Portrait, hiftorv, land- 
Hoogeltraeten Samuel 1627,^ 

L fcape, and fiatues. 

„ _ - ^ . f Landfcape, battles, and 

Kujp Jacob Geritz... < 

L cattle. 

^ _ f Landfcape, cattle, and 
Kujp Albert ••••m-.... 1606, < 

L moon-light. 

Lavecque Jacob 1624. Portrait. 

LecMW Gabriel ^ 1643. Cs^ttle. 

Maas Nicholas 1632. Portrait. 

Savefteyn Hubert .... 1647. Still life and converiation^ 

f Hiftory,portrait,andcon- 
Schalken Godfrey ..«. 1043. *{ . 

L Ycrution* 

Smit% 
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HanUs. 


Dat$si 


Branch if thi Art. 


Smits Lodowick ..^.m 


1635- 


Hiftory and fruit. 


Vanderburgh Adriaa 


1693, 


Portrait and conver&tion* 


Vander Hulft Peter 


1652U 


Landfcape &converfation 


Verichuring William 


1657. 


Convertation and portrait. 


Van Kalraet, Bart 


i6so. 


Hiftory and portrait. 


Vervccr Hubert Ary 


1646. 


Ditto* 


Van Kuick John 


1530- 


Ditto. 



D £ L F T. 



Bramer Leonard 'SQ^* 

Bronchorft Peter ..^ 1588. 

Delft Jacob 1619. 

Deryck Cornelius Pe- 7 

; ( 1568. 

ter ^..^ J 

Fabricius Charles .... 1624. 

Prits Peter 

Grimani Hubert .••••..• 1599* 

KowenburghChriftian 1604. 

Man De Cornelius ... 1 621 • 

Mirevdt Michael Jan 1598. 

Nees John Van 

Vanderveen Adrian «m X589. 



Hiftory and rich vafes. 

Peripedive and hiftory. 

Portrait. 
r Portrait, landfcape, ami 
C cattle. 

Perfpedive and portrait. 

Enchantment, &c. 

Portrait. 

Hiftory. 

Hiftory and converfatiott. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Portrait. 

Drolls, beggars, &c. 

Verkolic 



C 208 ) 

IJiaies. DaUs. Brand tf ihg Art. 

Verkolie Nicholas .w 1673^ Portrait and hiftory. 



. ^ rPcrfpcSivc views and 
1608. < 



Vliet HenJrick Van 

portraits. 

Vjtn Ak Evert ....... i6o2« Fruit and ftill life* 

Van Bizelingen Jan 

Chriftian 



\ 1558. 



Portrait* 



HAGUE. 



Appleman Barent .... 1640. 

Baan Jacob De x^73- 

Bifchop John De ^^ 1646. 
Dankers Henry ........ 

Doudyns William .... 1630. 

Due John Le «.••..• 1636. 

Daval Nicholas .< 1644. 

Hanneman John ........ i6ii. 

Laroon Marcellus .... 1653. 

Mytens Daniel 1636. 

Netfcber Conftantine 1670. 

Pierfon Chriftopher ... 1631. 

Ravefteyne John Van 1580. 

Roepel Conrade i679« 

Schuur Theod. Vander 1628. 

Ferweften Auguftin ... 1 649. 



Landscape and portraiL 

Portrait and converiatioik 

Hiftory and landfcape. 

Landfcape« 

Hiftory. 

Animals* 

Hiftory. 

Portrait. 

Hiftory and converfiition* 

Portrait and hiftory. 

Portrait. 

Portrait, hiftory, &g« 

Portrait. 

Fruit, plants, and flowers.' 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Hiftory. 

1 ei weueo 
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Nttftus. Data. Branch of the Art. 

Terweften Elias .... 1651. Fruit and flowers. 

Tcrweftcn Matthew 1670, Hiftory, 

Van Dieft Adrian ..^ 1655. Landfcape and cattle. 

^ _ f Fowls and hunting wild 

Vcrheyden Peter Fra. 1657. \ ^ 

L beatts. 

Vanderheck Nicholas 1580. Landfcape* 

Wiffing William ..•. 1656. Portrait, 



L E Y D £ N. 



r Pcrfpefiive views and 

Baillie David 1584.'{ 

L portraits. 

Cornelii Lucas 1495- . Portrait and hiftory. 

Cramer Nicholas ...•.• 1670. Portrait and converfation. 

Douw Gerhard 1613. Ditto. 

Enghelbrecht Cor- 7 

( 1468. Hidorjr and portrait. 

nciius •••••..« •.••......4. J 

Leyden Lucas Van ... 1494* Ditto. 

Lievens John 1607. Ditto. 

Metzu Gabriel 16 15. Portrait and converfation. 

Mieris Francis, the old 1635. Ditto, &c. 

M ieris John, eldeft fon 1 66o. Ditto. 

^ieris William, called r r Hiftory, converfation, and 

> 1662. \ 
the young ............ 3 c landfcape. 

Moor. Chev . pe Karel 1656. Portrait and hiftory. 

Parcelles John m 1597. Storms. 

Voi^ L D d Rozee 



Rozee Madeoioirelle 1632. ) 
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Nanus* Datrs, Branch 0/ tbi Art. 

^ Hiftory, landfcape, por- 
tray and flawers. 

Slingelauid Peter John -j 
, _ \i 640. Portrait and converiktion. 

Van J 

Sluys Jaques Vander 1660. Converiation. 

Steen Jan 1636. Converiation and drolls. 

Torenfliet Jacques .... 1641. Portrait and converiation. 

Vandervelde William, 7 , ^ i- . 

> ID 10. Sea pieces and lea nghts* 

uie oiu •••«•••..•••.■.■ J 

Van Gogen John .... 1596. Landfcapes and Tea views. 

Venius Otho, or Van j 

_, \ 1556. Hiilory and portrait. 

Veen 3 

Voys Dc Ary 1641. Ditto. 

Van Egmont Juftus 1602. Hiflory. 



H A E R L £ M. 

Baan John De .....••...• 2633. Portrait. 

•. ^ ,. , fLandicape, cattle, and 

Begu Cornelius 1620. < 

L converiation. 

Berghem Nicholas ... 1624. Landicape and cattle. 

^ , , , , , , c Landfcape, converiation« 

Berkheyden Job 1637. \ 

' C and portrait. 

« * . , ^ . f Perfpe£y vc views of pa- 

Berkheyden Gerard ... 1645. < , ... 

C kces and churches. 

Blekers 



( 1 564. Landfcape and animals. 



Dufart Cornelius ..•• 1665. \ 



( 211 ) 

Names, Dates. Branch of the Art. 

Blekers ^ i635. Portrait and hiftory* 

Brakenbury Reinier 

Bray Solomon De .... 1597- Portrait. 

Bray Jacob De .•••.... Hiftory. 

Brouwer Adrian i6o8. Drolls and converiations. 

Druiverftein Janze 

Aart 

^ Convcrfations and merry- 
makings. 

Gaal Barent 1650. Landfcapcs, battles, &c. 

Gcrrard of Haerlem Hiftory, 

Grebben Peter iS90- Hiftory and portrait, 

HacrlemThcodorcVan 1410. Hiftory. 

HaerlemCornelitzVan 1562. Hiftory and portrait. 

Helmbreker Theodore 1624. Hiftory. 
Helft Bartholomew 1 

Vander 

Hemfkerck Egbert .... 1645. Drolls. 

Holftein Cornelius .... 1653. Hiftory. 

Hugtenburgh John Van \tifi. Battles. 

Kumpen Jacob Van 1658. Hiftory. 

Koogen Leonard Van- 7 , ^ . . 

? loio. Converfation. 

der i 

Laftman Peter 1581. Hiftory. 

Maas Dirk , 1656. Landfcape and battles. 

Molyn Peter 1637. Landfcape. 

MoftaertJohn 1499- Hiftory and portrait. 

D d 2 Mikkelen 



\ 161 3. Portrait and hiftory. 



Poft Francis ••- ^ ^ 



( ai2 ) 

Names. DaUs. Branch of the Art. 

Nikkelen John Van 1649. Landfcape and flowers. 

Ouwater Albert 1444- I^'ftory, 

c Hiftory, portrait, and 

rinus John 1590. ) 

t landfcape* 

]* Landfcape, and views of 
the Weft Indies. 
Roeftracten Peter .... 1627. Portrait and (lili life. 

Ruyfdael Jacob 1636. Landfcape. 

Ruyfdael SolonK>n .... i6i6. Ditto. 

Schyndal Bernard .... 1659. Hiftory and converfation. 

Torrentius John .... 1589. Still life. 

Tr V .XT A fs r. S H'ftory, portrait, convcr- 

VinneVincentVander 1029- < ^ . ,, , 

C fation, and landfcapes. 

Vinne Lawrence Van- 

der 

Vroorp Henry Cor- 1 f Sea ports, calms, and 



(1658. Flowers, 



},566.{ 



nelius 3 C ftorms. 

f Cattle, landfcape, and 
Vandenbergen Duk < 

L portrait. 

Wouvermans Philip 1620. Landfcape, and cattle. 



AMSTERDAM. 



Aerften Peter ••••.•.«•••• x5i9* \ 



^ Hiftory, kitchen utenfils, 
&c. 



. ^ , ^ r Landfcape, portrait, and 

Appel Jacob 1680. 1 „ 

c hiftory- 



Barent 



Does Simon Vander .* 1653. i 



( ai3 ) 

Nanus* Dates. Branch of tht ArU 

Barent Dieterick .... 1534* Hiftory and portrait. 

Bent John Vander .... 1650. Landfcape* 

Bofch Jacob Vanden 1636. Still life* 

^ ^ fLandfcape. cattle, hunt* 

Carr6 Henry , x656.< . *^^ 

L mgs and converfations. 

Carre Michael ........ x666. Landfcape and cattle. 

Dalens Dirk , 2^59* Landfcape, 

Does Jacob Vander 1654. Hiftory. 

f Landfcape, cattle, vA 

portrait. 

Ducart Ifaac ^ 163Q. Flowers. 

Eeckhout G. Vander 1621. Portrait and hiftory. 

Edema Gerrard ........ 1652. Landfcape. 

Gerrards ^ 1607. Hiftory and conver&tion. 

Graat Barent 1628. Landfcape and portrait 

Grieffier John the old x645* Landfcape, ruins, &c. 

Hackaert John ........ 1635. Landfcape. 

Hooyzaat John i654« Hiftory. 

f Flowers, fruit, and land- 
Huyfum John Van .... i682- \ 

L fcape. 

r Copied his brother's 
Huyfum Jacob Van i68o. < 

L works. 

Janflen Cornelius .... Portrait. 

Jarden Karel Du ..«• 1640. Converfation. 

Kalf William 1630. Still life. 

Marcellis Otho ....... 1630. (^'^'"^ ^^P^^ ^ 

L plants, 

Moucheron 



Neer Arnold Vander 1619. i 



il Van or j 

> 1664. Fruit and Flowers. 



( »'♦ ) 

Nanus. tiatis. Branch ^f tig Art. 

Mouchercm I(aac> the 1 

\ lOyo. Landfcape, 
young - J 

Myn Herman Vander 1684. Hiftory,portratt»andfriiit 

f Landfcapc and moon« 

light. 

Neer Hendrick Eglon 1 f Hiftory, portrait, land* 

Vander ....••- J L fcape,.andconveriation. 

Paulin Horatius .....••• 1648. Hiftory and converiation. 

of Converiation, landfcapc, 

Peters Gerrard 1580. < 

L and portrait, in finalU 

Plaas David Vander •• 1647. Portrait. 

Pool Rachel Van or 

Ruifck 

Pool Juriaen i666. Portrait, 

Rademaker Gerard .... 1 67 3. Hi (lory and architedure. 

f Landfcapes and views of 

towns in Holland. 

Roghman Roland .... 1597* Landfcapef 

c k If b ^xT'^v A. C Hiftory, Undfcapcs, and 

Schelhnks William •• 1631. j 

c lea ports. 

Schellinks Daniel .... 1633. Landfcapc. 

Spiers Albert Van •••• i666. Hiftory. 

Spilberg Adriana .... 1646. Portrait* 

Stork Abraham 1708* Sea pieces and fea ports. 

Streeck Jurian Van .. 163a. Portraits and ftill life. 

Streeck Henry Van •• i6S9* Hiftory and architcAure. 

TombeLa ......^ u6i6. Portrait and converiation. 

Trooft 



Rademaker Abraham 1675. { 



( ai5 ) 

Names. Dates, Branch rf the Art. 

Trooft Cornelius .... 1697. Conveifationand portrait. 

Valkenburgh Thco* 7 

1 101 S* Portrait and game, 
dore ..M J 

Vandyck Philip 1680, Portrait and converiation. 

r Landfcapc, animals, and 
Vandervelde Adrian »• 1039. < 

t hiftory, 

,,,,., , C Hiftory, portrait, and con- 

Vcrkolic Jan 1650. J 

^^ veriation. 

Voorhoutjohn ^•..•.. 1647. Hiflory and converfation. 

Wit Jaques De *. 1695. 

WeeninxJohnBaptift, 7 C Landscape, portraits, ant- 
called the old M ^ ^ mals, and flowers. 

Weeninx John, the 7 ^ C Landrcape,animals,hunt- 

•' *• ing, «c. 



••••< 



young 
Wollers Henrietta ...« 1692. Portrait in miniature* 



UTRECHT, 

Bemmel William Van 1630. Landfcape. 

Both John m.... i6io. Ditto. 

Breenberg Bartholo* 1 C Landfcape, hiftory, and 

mew M..M .•• converfationa 

Bronchorft John Van 1603. Hiftory and landfcape* 

Bunntk John Van .... 1654* Ditto ditto. 

Drillenberg William 7 

C 1626. Landfcape. 
Van « ^ 

Gaud 



( 2l6 ) 

Nanus* Data* Branch rf the Art. 

Gaud Hendrick •••...- 1570. Landfcape and figures. 

Gellig Jacob ...m...... 1636. Filh and ftill life. 

Glauber John - 1636. Landfcape. 

Haanibergen John Van 1 642. Landfcape. 

Heem John David De 1600. Fruit, &c. 

Heem Cornelius Dc •• 1623. Still life« 

Heufch William De 1638. Landfcape. 

Heufch Jacob Dc .... 1657. Ditto. 

Hondekoeter Gilles .. 1583. Ditto. 

Honthorft Gerard .... 1592. Hiftory and portrait. 

Inghen William Van 1651. Hiftory. 
More Chevalier An- 

thonio •• .,.. 

n I . i_ i-. t. «^ Landfcape, caves, and 

Polenburgb Cornelius 1586. 

grottos. 

Willaerts Abraham .... 1613. Landfcapes and figures. 



{ 1519. Portrait and hiftory. 



C O R C U M. 



^ ^ r Landfcape, cattle, hiftorvy 

Blomart Abraham .m. 1564. { 

i. and portrait. 

Camphuyfen Raphael 1 ^^ C Landfcape, cattle, and 

Theodore Dirk .... ^ ^ moon*light 

Heyden John Vander 1637. Landfcape. 

_ _ ^ _ , ^, ^ r Italian fea ports and mar* 

Ncft Jacob Vander •••• 1 627. 1 

^ kets, 

Verfchttriiig 



( "7 ) 

Nanus. Dates. Branch of the Art. 

irj-u ■ « ^ f Battles, landfcapc, and 

Venchunng Henry .... 1627. 1 

c buntings. 

r Converiation, landfcape, 
Wytnun Matthew ... 1650. ) 

' ( fruit, ana Sowers. 



Kay William 1568. Portrait and hiflory. 

LeurN. Vander 1667. Hiftory and portrait. 

Lis John Vander .... i6oi> HiHory. 



BERCEN-OP-ZOOM. 

Boffchart John Willi- 1 

\ 1613. Hinory and portrait, 
borts ...J 

Fouckier Bertrand Dc 1609. Portrait. 



